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HE convention of the Western Association of Architects, 

which has just closed, was characterized by the same 
unanimity and harmony of spirits, and practical good sense, 
and breadth and liberality of policy, which have made the 
conventions of this association so remarkable in the history 
of professional organizations, and so precious and dear to the 
members of the association. The attendance was remark- 
ably large when one considers that the notices of time and 
place of convention did not reach the members until about a 
week or ten days before the time fixed for the convention. 
Its debates and final action upon the project of consolidation 
of architectural associations, as well as the discussion of the 
various projects of statutory revision, reform in the manage- 
ment of the architectural service of the United States Govern- 
ment, the statistics of competitions, the collection of legal 
decisions affecting building interests, the formation of a pro- 
tective league, and of other subjects brought to the notice of 
the convention by the reports of committees and suggestions 
of members, were characterized by an unusual degree of intel- 
ligence. What is particularly agreeable to note is the fact 
that it was evident that the convention was a law unto itself; 
that it was not to be led by any one person or by any com- 
mittee or board of officers ; that it reproduced in its best sense 
the methods of thought and action which for so many years 
were characteristic of. the New England town meeting, and 
which it is hoped will produce results as fruitful and benefi- 
cent as those achieved by its prototype. 


ILLIAM WORTH CARLIN, of Buffalo, New York, 

who was elected president of the Western Association 
of Architects at the recent convention, was born at Chau- 
tauqua, New York, September 25, 1850. Though a young 
man Mr. Carlin has been honored by his association because 
of his standing in his profession, and his popularity with 
those members of the association who have noted his earnest- 
ness in association work, and his executive ability displayed 
in everything he has been called upon to perform. Sidney 
Smith, of Omaha, the chairman of the board of directors, has 
held office ever since the commencement of the organization, 
and his devotion to association interests reaches as far back 
as the first letter written to THE INLAND ARCHITECT suggest- 
ing such a society, which was received from him. Secretary 
Normand S. Patton, and Treasurer Samuel A. Treat were 
continued in their respective offices by unanimous vote of the 
association. L. S. Buffington, of Minneapolis, first vice- 
president, has been prominent among the architects of the 
West for many years. Louise Bethune, of Buffalo, the second 
vice-president, was elected because of her worth as an archi- 
tect, and the valuable association work she has done ; and the 
members of the board of directors were carefully chosen, 

N the whole, we think the selections made for officers 
QO and members of committees for the ensuing year to 
have been quite happy, and that the administration will 
be as efficient as that of any preceding year. With all the 
respect which we entertain for the ability, strength of mind 
and dignity of character of the newly-elected president, we 
cannot but regret that an ill-timed, ill-considered and, though 
perhaps not from the standpoint of its movers, unjustifiable 
act of protest against an imagined but not existing outside 
influence upon the action of nominating committees, caused 
the defeat of the official nominee for the presidency, than 
whom we believe there is not one in the association better 
qualified for the duties of the presiding officer of this associa- 
tion, by intellectual capacity and attainments, by innate 
pluck, perseverance and industry, and an indomitable reso- 
lution to bring to a successful issue every task and duty 
undertaken, and with the address and experience in handling 
affairs and men, than Mr. Burnham; and while we believe 
that the Western Association has vitality, strength and 
momentum enough to exist and to grow, and to achieve suc- 
cess, no matter who is its president, yet we think its progress 
would have been augmented had the counsel of the regular 
nominating committees been followed by the convention. 
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Fifth Annual Convention of the Western Associa- 
tion of Architects. 


HE fifth annual convention 
of the Western Association 
of Architects convened at 

the assembly room in the Leland 
Hotel, Chicago, November 21, 
pursuant to the call of the sec- 
retary, and in accordance with 
order of adjournment of the pre- 
vious annual convention, held at 
Cincinnati, November 16, 1887. 

President Sidney Smith, of 
Omaha, called the convention to 
order at II A.M. 

The Chair: Gentlemen, you 
will please come to order, as 
the hour has arrived for the 
opening of this convention. The 
secretary will call the roll. 

Secretary Normand S. Pat- 
ton, of Chicago, proceeded with 
the roll call. ‘Thirty-nine mem- 
bers answered to their names, 
after which the president de- 
livered his opening address, as 
follows: 

PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 


Gentlemen, Members of the Western 
Association of Architects : 

Fully recognizing the honor and 
responsibility of the position you saw 
fit, a year ago, to confer upon me, and 
when I think of the ability and high 
standing of my predecessors, it is with 
feelings of the greatest anxiety and 
solicitude that I address you on this 
occasion, being the fifth annual meet- 
ing of an association that was founded 
in doubt, nurtured and carefully at- 
tended in its infancy by a band of 
earnest, zealous men, many of whom 
have sacrificed personal advantage in 
their desire to promote the interests 
and good of the many, until, at this 
time, it has vindicated its right and 
proved its strength and potency for 
good, and still more so for future use- 
fulness ; that it has attained the name 
—and rightly, too—of the Young 
Giant of the West. 

But there is still much to be done 

before we, as members of this associa- 
tion, can rest from labor ; much has to be done before the profession can receive that 
universal recognition that is accorded by the members of our noble profession in the 
Old World, and to other practitioners of law, medicine and science in this. True, much 
has been done to advance the standard of the profession since the foundation of the pio- 
neer association —the American Institute in 1857. This, however, has been due in a 
zreat measure, if not chiefly, to the establishment of the good-fellowship among its mem- 
yers that has led to professional esteem and healthy rivalry, in place of a certain distrust 
formerly existing among members of the profession personally unacquainted with each 
other. Toward this end I cannot but think that it is of the utmost importance and abso- 
lute necessity that all the architectural societies of this country should form one consoli- 
dation or confederation, and should be under one direction, governed by one code of 
ethics. It should embrace in its ranks, as nearly as possible, every reputable practitioner 
of architecture in the United States who can comply with the code of ethics so estab- 
lished. It should be possessed of a fund sufficient to support a bureau of professional 
information and legal advice for all its members. This confederation will then be pow- 
erful enough to make its influence felt in the formation and passage of building laws, and 
its recognition by municipal, state and general legislative bodies to a voice in the passing 
of laws governing the general construction and sanitary arrangements of its buildings ; to 
carry on, and, if possible, to enforce to its end the good work commenced and ably pros- 
ecuted by the joint committees of this association and the American Institute the past 
two years. 

To accomplish this desirable object your attention will be especially directed. I 
would more especially address myself to those members of the association who were 
present at its inception—who have stood firmly by it—guided its policy, and made its 
record what it is, and who feel a justifiable pride in its growth and development, not to 
let that feeling induce them to oppose a merging of the same with the American Institute, 
but rather to bring to the new organization the vitality and enterprise that will impart to 
it all the characteristics which have thus far so favorably distinguished the policy of the 
Western Association of Architects from its venerable confrere. 

The joint committees of Western Association, American Institute and the National 
Association of Builders have done exce]lent work during the past year, inasmuch as they 
have devised and adopted a uniform contract that has met with general approval. The 
committee’s action has been indorsed by the American Institute and will be submitted 
for your consideration, approval and adoption. 

The Committee on Code of Ethics for professional practice will also submit the 
results of their labors, to which I beg you will give your earnest attention. Much time 
and labor has been given to this subject by the chairman and members, recognizing as 
we do the necessity of some strongly formulated code, the rigid enforcement of which 
will do much toavoid the misapprehension and estrangement which the complex relation- 
ship hitherto pertaining to the architectural practice, apart from the regulation of fees 
and competitions, has engendered. 

It is much to be regretted that so little effective progress has been made toward a 
satisfactory solution of that much-discussed and vexed question of competition, The 
failure of this is very aptly illustrated by the recent very unsatisfactory conclusion of a 
competition at Minneapolis and the developments of the Congressional Library Building 
at Washington. This may, however, be offset by the satisfactory means adopted at 
Kansas City and the Soldiers’ Monument at Indianapolis. 

A bill has passed the senate and is now before the house of representatives for the 
establishment of a national art commission to report on plans of public buildings, the 
full text of which has already been published. A similar commission should be estab- 
lished in all large cities or communities, in connection with our present crude system of 
public inspection, that will insure correct design and proper construction, 

It seems to be imperative that active steps should be taken to insure the appointment 
of acompetent clerk of works on all large and important buildings, both public and 
private, several cases having lately occurred that demonstrate this fact to all thinking 
minds, not only in the profession, but the public generally. The question may, however, 
be asked: What is a clerk of works and what are his duties and responsibilities? To 
this I would say that at the proper time a clear definition of such duties will be offered 
for your consideration instead of occupying your time at this stage of the proceedings. 

In conclusion, I would say we have much cause for congratulation at past success 
and inducements for further efforts for the advancement of the profession, and may your 
efforts at this convention meet with the success desired. 


The reading of the minutes of the previous convention were dispensed 
with, as they had been published in full by an architectural journal and in 











the proceedings of the Association, and the board of directors made the 
following report through its chairman, John W. Root, of Chicago: 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE WESTERN ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS. 


GENTLEMEN,—We have the honor to report as follows : 

The question of paramount interest which arises before this convention, and which 
has more or less occupied your minds during the past year, is the proposed union between 
the Western Association of Architects and the Ameriean Institute of Architects. This 
question is of such great importance as totake precedence of all others. If the union is 
consummated, very extensive modifications become necessary in your constitution and 
by-laws, and in your general methods of procedure. Upon your president devolves the 
appointing of a committee, to conform with a similar committee from the Institute, whose 
duty it shall be to map out a general plan of the union, and to call a joint convention of 
both bodies to ratify their action. You will readily see the grave importance of the work 
intrusted to this committee. 

We desire to call your attention to a paper read by Mr. Sullivan before the Illinois 
State Association on the value to the profession of a state league for mutual legal assist- 
ance. This question has been several times raised before the American Institute, and 
the suggestions embodied by Mr. Sullivan in his paper have been indorsed by the Illinois 
State Association. It may, perhaps, be well for you to give consideration to the subject, 
as there seems to be a general idea in the profession that some such league would be 
valuable. 

We recommend to you the election as a body of the Architectural Association of 
Western New York. These gentlemen have organized a strong working body, and the 
universally high character of each member — nearly everyone of whom is personally 
known to your board of directors—leads us to recommend that they be admitted as an 
organization. 

From many sources the suggestion has come to us that we determine upon a perma- 
nent place of meeting for your conventions. If such a place should be determined upon, 
Chicago would probably be selected. 

A year ago a committee was continued having in charge a code of ethics for the gen- 
eral guidance of the members of the Association. ‘The report of this committee will 
doubtless be of interest, as is every move toward elevating the standard of architectural 
practice, and of the personal character of the profession. 

In this connection we desire to mention a late competition for a prominent public 
building in one of our large western cities—where a number of designs presented so 
closely follow a large building located in an eastern city as to suggest that you cannot too 
soon take a firm and definite stand in relation to certain matters of practice about which 
too many architects are now lax. 

Many of you have doubtless received from the chairman of the Grant Monument 
Committee, Alonzo B. Cornell, a circular asking competitive sketches for this monument. 
The terms stated in the circular were such that on behalf of the Association we wrote to 
Mr. Cornell protesting against his position, and indorsing a circular previously sent to 
him by the Architectural League of New York. ‘The letter sent to Mr. Cornell was 
signed by your president and the board of directors, and in it we inclosed copy of 
code on competitions. Several similar letters have been sent to other persons in less 
important cases. 

At the last meeting of the American Institute a resolution was presented by Mr. 
Preston, which was passed, calling attention to the desirability, in all important build- 
ings, of a clerk of the works. A committee of three was appointed to take this matter 
in hand, and it may perhaps be well for you to appoint a similar committee for conference 
with them. 

Many of the members have written to us and to the secretary, asking that there be 
issued to them a certificate of membership. We would suggest that your secretary be 
empowered to prepare such a certificate in blank, submitting it for approval to the board 
of directors, and that this certificate be each year filled out by the secretary and for- 
warded to each member in good standing. 

We will recommend to you that you change your constitution and by-laws in the 
following respects : 

First, that the term of office of your secretary be changed from one to three years. 
At present his labors are greatly augmented by the fact that he has to expend consider- 
able time in learning the personnel of the Association and the entire preliminary work 
necessary for the efficient discharge of his duty. By a longer incumbency his labors will 
be greatly lightened and his efficiency increased. 

We recommend that Sec. 13 be omitted from the constitution; that Art. 7 be modi- 
fied by omitting the last clause, ‘‘ at the next meeting’’; that Art, 8 be modified to read : 
‘* All applicants for membership recommended by the board of directors are to be voted 
on by letter ballot,’’ as specified by the convention of November 16, 1887, and thirty days 
are to be allowed members in which to return their ballots; that Art. 9 be omitted; that 
Art. 12 be modified by adding to it, ‘‘subject to approval of the board of directors”’ ; 
that Art, 13 be omitted, 

We have authorized the Committee on Legal Decisions to expend upon their work such 
funds as may be necessary, to the extent of $100, subject to the approval of the chairman 
of the Committee on Legal Decisions. The amount to be expended will probably be not 
so great as this. 

We desire to call your attention to an exhibition of drawings given by the Chicago 
Sketch Club in the old Art Institute building on Van Buren street. The Chicago Sketch 
Club is a very flourishing organization which is doing remarkably good work. The 
present exhibition, we think, 1s most creditable indeed. In some respects it is a very 
remarkable evidence of the progress made by the Sketch Club, We trust that each one 
of you will visit this exhibition. 

We recommend for election Mr. James Keys Wilson, of Minneapolis. 

Lunches will be served each day during the convention, at Kinsley’s restaurant, on 
Adants street. 

On Thursday and Friday the Association, at these two lunches, will be the guest of 
the Illinois State Association. 

Joun W. Root, Chairman. 


After a motion that the report be received and printed, to facilitate its 
discussion, was discussed, and during which it was ordered that all reso- 
lutions be submitted in writing, a committee, consisting of the president 
and Mr. Adler, was appointed to print such reports and other matter as 
seemed desirable. ‘The report of the committee on metric system was 
then called for. 

Secretary Patton (chairman of committee): I have the report ready, but 
have left it at my office. I will have it this afternoon. 

Mr. Root: I think the reports are not in very good order for presenta- 
tion. As the several members have so lately arrived, there has been no 
opportunity for consultation. I think it is best to defer the reports until 
later. 

The Chair: There are some communications to be read, which might 
be listened to now. 

Secretary Patton: Mr. President, I have a letter from Mrs. Walters, the 
wife of the late Thomas U. Walters, in relation to the memorial testimonial 
of this association : , 
PHILADELPHIA, April 26, 1888. 
Mr. Normanpn S. Patton, Secretary of the Western Association of Architects: 

Dear Str,—Please convey to th® Western Association of Architects my grateful 
appreciation for their handsome testimonial of respect to my late husband, which I 
received today. 

You have spoken very beautifully of his life, that we feel grateful to learn that he 
was so highly esteemed by his associates. Very respectfully, 

Mrs. T. U. WatrErs. 

Charles E, Illsley: I move you, Mr. President, the communication be 
received and placed on file. 

Mr. Sullivan: I would suggest to amend the motion by ordering it 
spread upon the records. 

The amendment was accepted and so ordered. 

Communications were also read from W. H. Sayward, secretary of the 
National Association of Builders, and others, expressing their regrets at 
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not being able to attend the convention, which, on motion of Mr. Root, 
were received and placed on file. 

Mr. Root: I move that when we adjourn, we adjourn until 2 o’clock. 
There is to be a lunch served at Mr. Kinsley’s restaurant at 1 o’clock. It 
is now nearly 12. 

Mr. Yost: I understand there is a proposition to come up, at the sug- 
gestion of the board of directors, to admit to membership of this association 
the Western Association of New York as a body. Would it not be well to 
do that now, so that they be made members at once, that those present may 
be able to participate in this convention. I move that the Western Asso- 
ciation of New York be admitted to this association as a body. 

Mr. Sullivan: Have we a list of the members of the Western Associa- 
tion of New York ? 

The Chair: Yes, there is a list of the names of the members of that 
association published in the last number of THE INLAND ARCHITECT. 

The secretary read the names from the published list. 

Secretary Patton: Some of these persons are already members of this 
association. 

Mr. Yost: I move the secretary be instructed ‘to cast one ballot for the 
convention for the admission of such as are not already members of this 
association. 

Mr. Sullivan: I rise on a question of information. I think it might 
be well as a matter of form to have the list attested by the officers of that 
association, that we may know there is no person on the list who is not a 
member of that organization. 

The Chair: Mr. Carlin, the secretary of that association, is present, 
and he can attest to the names. 

W. W. Carlin: The list of names as read, I think is correct. The list 
was signed by both the president and secretary. 

After some discussion, on motion, the matter was made the first order 
of business for the afternoon session. The meeting then adjourned to 
2:30 P.M. 

FIRST DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The president, Sid- 
ney Smith, called the 
convention promptly to 
order at 2:30 P.M. 

The Chair: Gentle- 
men, the first business in 
order, by the resolution 
passed this morning, is 
the election of the mem- 
bership of the Western 
Association of New York 
to membership of this 
association. We _ have 
here the official list of the 
membership of that body 
as certified to by the sec- 
retary, Mr. Carlin. 

J. W. Yost: I move 
you, Mr. President, the 
secretary of this associa- 
tion be instructed to cast 
one ballot for the names 
included in this certified 
list—that is for such 
persons as are not now 
already members of the 
association — electing 
them to membership of 
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W. W. Carlin: I wish to state, Mr. President, that the certified list 
does not include any names of those who are already members of the 
Western Association. 

The Secretary read the following as the certified list of names: W. H. 
Archer, Buffalo; Otto Block, Rochester; E. M. Buell, Syracuse; H. C. 
Burdett, Buffalo; C. F. Crandall, Rochester; E. A. Curtis, Fredonia; 
Noah Dillenbeck, Syracuse; O. W. Dryer, Rochester; J. M. Elliot, Syra- 
cuse; Jay Fay, Rochester; John Falkner, Buffalo; John Hose, Water- 
town; J. P. Johnston, Ogdensburg; D. D. Kieff, Watertown; J. H. Kirby, 
Syracuse; B. T. Lacey, Binghamton; Asa L. Merrick, Syracuse; 
Geo. J. Metzger, Buffalo; C. Francis Osborne, Ithaca; W. H. Richardson, 
Rochester; Wm. C. Walker, Rochester; Geo. W. Baxter, Syracuse ; 
Joseph Blaby, Palmyra; Thos. Birt, Utica; J. R. Church, Rochester ; 
Charles E. Colton, Syracuse; G. Edwin Cooper, Utica; Otis Dockstader, 
Elmira; W. Foster Kelly, Rochester; T. I. Lacey, Binghamton; J. H. 
Marling, Buffalo; Thos. Nolan, Rochester; Edward A. Kent, Buffalo ; 
J. H. Pierce, Elmira; Louis P. Rodgers, Rochester; Jas. A. Randall, 
Syracuse; W. S. Wicks, Buffalo. 

The Chair: Are there any further remarks before a vote is taken ? 

No further remarks being made, the vote was taken, resulting in the 
motion being carried, only one vote being in the negative. 

Secretary Patton: Mr. President, I announce that I have cast the ballot 
as instructed for the gentlemen whose names appear on said list, and who 
are now members of this association. 

The Chair: I will now announce the Committee for the Nomination of 
Officers and the Committee on Time and Place of Meeting. ‘The first com- 
mittee is: James }. Alexander, of Lafayette, Ind.; F. G. Clausen, 


Davenport, Iowa; H. Lord Gay, Chicago; F. S. Allen, Joliet, Ill. ; 
Edward S. Hammatt, Davenport, Iowa. The second committee: Chas. 
E. Illsley, St. Louis, Mo.; Henry C. Lindsay, Zanesville, Ohio; J. L. 
Silsbee, Chicago, IIl.; Sidney J. Osgood, Grand Rapids, Mich.; W. W. 
Carlin, Buffalo, N. Y. 

The next order of business is the reports of standing committees. The 
Committee on Metric System is the first on the programme. Mr. Patton 
is the chairman. 

Mr. Normand S. Patton then read the following report from that com- 


mittee : 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE METRIC SYSTEM. 


To the Western Association of Architects: 

Last year your Committee on the Metric System made a request of the Boston Society 
of Civil Engineers for their codperation in a petition to congress for the exclusive use of 
the metric system, by the departments of the government. 

In answer to this request the Boston society, at its regular meeting, November 16, 
1887, directed a canvass to be made of its members for the purpose of ascertaining their 
opinion regarding weights and measures. ‘The rules of the society require the assent of 
two-thirds of the whole number of members in order to bind its action, 

There were replies received from only forty-two per cent of the members, and, 
therefore, led to no action; but the following analysis of the replies made by their com- 
mittee on weights and measures is of sufficient interest to bear repeating. 


OPINIONS OF MEMBERS OF THE BOSTON SOCIETY OF CIVIL ENGINEERS. 
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(A) Whether it would be worth while ultimately to abandon 
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The full report of the committee on weights and measures of the Boston Society of 
Civil Engineers has already been sent to members of this association, and we forbear to 
make further extracts, except to quote one sentence from a member who says that he is 
doubtful about the metric system. He concludes: ‘‘ What I desire on this question is 
more evidence from unprejudiced business men of foreign countries who have actuadly 
been through the change.’’ We are happy to have a little testimony of this nature, for 
which we are indebted to Mr. Adler of our association. Mr, Adler writes: 


“N.S. Patton, Esq., Chairman of the Committee on the Introduction of Metric 
System of Weights and Measures : 

“My Dear S1r,—In obedience to the promise made you, I made inquiries during 
my stay in Germany last summer, as to the difficulties encountered in the introduction of 
the metric system in that country. ‘These inquiries were directed particularly to two 
points: First, whether there were any serious inconveniences and disturbances inci- 
dental to its first introduction, i.e., whether at first it had been found difficult to those 
accustomed to the use of the old system to think and express their thoughts and knowl- 
edge under the new system. ‘The other point was, whether any inconveniences resulted 
from the decimal division and its failure to lend itself readily to a division into halves, 
quarters, etc. Upon both of these points, the answers received from architects, manu- 
facturers, engineers and merchants, whom I consulted, were favorable to the metric 
system. I was told that comparatively few errors were made in the earlier days of its 
use; that even the older people who had grown gray in the use of the old system, had 
found no serious difficulty in adapting themselves to the new weights and measures, and 
that these older persons appeared to prize the new system more highly than the younger 
people who had never known the intricacies and difficulties of the old systems of weights 
and measures. 

“* As to the second point, I found some difference of opinion, but there was a great 
preponderance of evidence to the effect that no inconveniences had resulted from the 
necessity for calling a half five-tenths, or a quarter twenty-five one hundredths, etc. 

“«On the whole, all united in the statement that had the difficulties incidental to the 
introduction of the metric system been ten times as great as they were really found to be, 
the resultant advantages would have much more than outweighed them, and that for no 
consideration would they wish to return to the old system. Very truly yours, 

“D. ApuErR, 

Mr. Adler added, in a conversation, that even the Anti-Prussian Germans admit 
that the introduction of the metric system is a blessing for which credit must be given to 
the Prussian ascendancy. 

There is one fact that seems to be overlooked by the advocates of a subdivision into 
halves, quarters and eighths, namely, that when we go farther, to sixteenths, thirty- 
seconds and sixty-fourths, we lose in simplicity as compared with a decimal system. 
Eleven sixteenths is not much better than sixty-nine hundredths. ‘Twenty-nine thirty- 
seconds is certainly less expressive than ninety-one hundredths, and forty-seven sixty- 
fourths as compared with seventy-three hundredths, is beth inexpressive and incon- 


” 


venient. 

It would be a mistake to conclude, from the fact that there is little popular clamor 
for the metric sytem, that no progress has been made toward its use in this country. 
Standard meters and metric weights and measures of capacity have been manufactured 
by the United States Coast Survey and distributed to the various states, and in many 
ways progress has been made toward the adoption of the new system. 

The chairman of your committee, during a visit to Washington last summer, saw 
the heads of several of the government departments in reference to their attitude toward 
the metric system. The opinion in each case was favorable, but was coupled with the 
suggestion that it would not be politic for any department to take the initiative in.this 
matter. If congress shall see fit to order the introduction of the metric system in the 
various bureaus, it is not likely to meet with any opposition from the officials. 

Several members of congress were consulted, but there seemed to be no chance of 
getting action on this subject during a political campaign. In order to secure the atten- 
tion of congress, a definite bill must be formulated and presented early in the session. 

The next year is likely to see an advance in the use of the metric system as a result 
of a bill approved by the president on the 24th of last May, authorizing a conference of 
the various governments of North and South America to consider the formation of an 
American Customs Union and the adoption of a uniform system of weights and meas- 
ures. If this conference shall result in the adoption of the metric system by our custom 
houses, it will be an entering wedge that will widen rapidly the opening for the universal 
use of the system, 
7 Normanp S. Patton, Chairman of Committee 
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The Chair: The report of the committee will be placed on file to be 
taken up in regular order for further action. The report of the Committee 
on Uniform Contracts is next in order. 

W. W. Clay: Mr. Chairman, I notice the chairman of that committee, 
Mr. Treat, is not present, and that will have to be passed. 

The Chair: We will pass it for the present. The report of the Com- 
mittee on Consolidation is now in order, but as the chairman, Mr. Adler, 
is not present, we will pass that, too, for the present. 

The report of the Committee on a Code of Ethics for Professional 
Practice is next in order. Mr. Sullivan, the chairman, is present, and we 
shall be pleased to hear from him. 





L. H. Sullivan: Mr. President, of this committee of which I am the 
general chairman, there are forty-eight members, fourteen members of this 
state. The scheme laid out was that the members from the different 
states, of which it was composed, would form sub-committees, each with a 
chairman, and these were to report to the general chairman for revision, 
who was to return it to them for their further consideration. I 
have allowed things to take their natural course, and have heard 
nothing from them, and the sub-committees have also allowed 
things to take their natural course and have heard but little from me. 
When I perceived how matters were drifting, I thought personally 
to take matters in hand, but on further consideration I thought best 
not to do it. I still think the scheme a good one, and I certainly believe 
a code of ethics should be adopted. I have thought of what it should be 
in a general way, that it should cover the several specialties of professional 
practice. In the first place, it should relate to the artistic side of the 
practice, and, in the next place, it should point out the architect’s place as 
a business man. It should state when one architect is having business 
relations with a client, that that shall be a sufficient warning that inter- 
ference on the part of another architect is non-professional and not allow- 
able. Such a code, I think, should be reported as would prevent one 
member to war against another, and stimulate all to honorable professional 
action. Fourth, and the most important of all, it should distinctly point 
out the relation of the architect to the public. I think it should very dis- 
tinctly outline the architect’s course of action toward his client. The great 
difficulty, and the complication of the whole matter in getting at some 
action by this committee, has been, in my opinion, the cumbersomness of 
the committee. J think it should be cut down in numbers. By experience 
I have found that the larger the committee, the smaller the amount of work 
done. ‘* What is everybody’s business is nobody’s business.” A few men 
naturally feel a pride in what they are selected to do, and work for 
the best results, realizing that something is expected of them. This 
question also comes up in view of the proposed consolidation of the Am- 
erican Institute of Architects and the Western Association of Architects, and 
should we by advocating the adoption and promulgation of such a code 
by taking the initiative in a step which will meet the approval of all 
reputable architects—an initiative we can, as an association, take pride in— 
a good deal will be done in that direction, and certainly no harm can be 
done. I think more and more of the worth of such a code — more than I 
did one year ago, and I am in favor of it, and hope to see its realization in 
a year from now. 

The Chair: In view of there not being an official report from this com- 
mittee, the remarks of Mr. Sullivan will be accepted as a partial report. 
We will, we hope, take this subject up later. It is too valuable a subject 
to let pass without some further consideration. The report of the Com- 
mittee on Bill Governing Office of Supervising Architect is in order. Mr. 
Adler, the chairman, is absent, and we will pass it for the present. The 
next report in order is from the Committee on Statutory Revision. Mr. 
Adler is also chairman of this committee. The report of the Committee 
on Statistics of Competitions will now be heard. Mr. Illsley is the chair- 
man. 

Charles E. Illsley, chairman, said that the committee had no report to 
make. 

The Chair: The report of the Committee to Collect Legal Decisions 
Relating to Building Interest is next in order. Mr. Hellmers is the chair- 
man. 

W. W. Carlin: Mr. President, I have the honor of being a member of 
that committee from New York State. I have been notified by Mr. 
Hellmers that there will be a meeting of this committee this evening, and 
we will be ready to report tomorrow. 

The Chair: There being no other reports, there is another matter of 
business that might be taken up now — the election of one or two members 
who have been proposed. We have a communication from Messrs. Smith- 
meyer & Pelz, of Washington, D. C., which the secretary will now read. 


Wasuincton, D. C., November 16, 1888. 
Normanp S. Patton, Esy., Secretary Western Association of Architects, Chicago, ll.: 
Dear Sir,—The time and occasion are propitious for a concerted action of our 
organizations, east and west, to secure to the members of our profession a fair treat- 


ment and an equivalent compensation for their services when employed by the legal 
authorities of the land, and also to elevate the standard of our profession at large. We 
therefore inclose to you a copy of a communication, or memorial, that we have addressed 
to the board of trustees of the American Institute of Architects, of which we are mem- 
bers, recounting, briefly, the facts of the case, and begging that they will take certain 
action, We trust we may have your codperation, and that you will bring the matter to 
the attention of your body, also. By so doing, you will greatly oblige, 
Yours very truly, SMITHMEYER & Petz. 

P.S.—We have sent a copy of this statement to the ‘‘ Architectural League,’’ of 
New York City, with the request to take action, 

Wasuincton, D. C., November 16, 1888. 
To the Board of Trustees, American Institute of Architects, New York City: 

GenTLEMEN,— During the last session of congress, the erection of the new Congres- 
sional Library Building was virtually placed in the hands of the chief engineer of the United 
States Army, to whom is transferred all responsibility for plans, specifications, etc. It is 
provided, however, that the building to be erected shall not exceed in cost four (4) million 
dollars, and that the secretary of the interior shall adjust the compensation for the plans 
of the building submitted by the undersigned to congress, and accepted by that body. 

The reasons for this action of congress are well known to the profession—the refusal 
of the architects to accept from the contractor work and materials not up to the require- 
ments of the specifications. 

Private parties erecting buildings would have exacted and demanded of the archi- 
tects action such as this, but, unfortunately, as the profession is too well aware, a differ- 
ent rule too frequently obtains in public affairs. ‘‘ Influence’’ is the governing power, 
and he or they who cannot command this pernicious and subtle power generally come to 
grief. To those who are familiar with Washington methods, little more need be said. 
The contractor had more ‘‘influence’’ than the architects, and the latter went to the 
wall. The architects propose to accept the situation, recognizing that it is of no use to 
‘* kick against the pricks.’’ One point, however, interests the profession generally, and 
that is: How should the compensation of architects for services such as we have ren- 
dered be determined? A brief statement of these services will be of interest. 

In 1873 congress invited plans for the building, offering premiums for the three best 
ones. ‘The prospectus called for line drawings ona scale of one-sixteenth of an inch to 
the foot, and stipulated that the exterior walls should be within a space of 270 by 340 
feet. Twenty-eight plans were submitted to congress by the profession from this country 
and from England, the result being the awarding of the first premium to ourselves, and 
consequently the selection of our plan. That session of congress adjourning without 
making an appropriation for the building, the matter went over to the next congress, and 
consequently to new committees. Of course, new committees would have new ideas, or 
whims, which they would like ingrafted on the plans, We would endeavor to meet these 
whims, or suggestions, and so for a period of thirteen years, from one congress to 
another, we would modify, change, curtail, enlarge, etc., etc., to conform to the the ideas 
of the ‘‘ powers that were.’”’ In this endeavor no less than twelve different designs of 
the exterior were prepared in various styles of architecture, in Gothic, Romanesque, 
French, Italian, German, Renaissance, etc. Vast numbers of plans, sections and 
studies were made and submitted to try and satisfy the various tastes of the members of 
the committees, until finally the congress of 1886 adopted the plan in the Italian Renais- 
sance style, naming our plan specifically in the act. For all these plans, for our services 
as expert architects requested by these congressional committees, extending through a 
period of thirteen years, and for the heavy and onerous expenses to which we have conse- 
quently been subjected (including a trip to Europe by the senior partner, for which only 
traveling expenses were allowed) no compensation has been paid or allowed. 

Under the recent act of congress, the Secretary of the Interior is to determine what 
this compensation shall be. The profession are interested in the decision, and particularly 
in the manner in which he will arrive at the same. 

We submit that the American Institute of Architects, as a representative body of the 
profession in this country, should naturally be consulted. It is a technical question and 
should be considered from a high standpoint. The dignity of the calling is involved and 
the question considered whether architects, in the proper discharge of their duties, have 
no rights that legislative or municipal bodies are bound to respect. There is no remedy 
excepting within ourselves, ‘The only way to correct these abuses is for the profession 
to take a proper stand and insist upon just and proper treatment for its members. To 
this end we address your honorable body. We request that you examine into all the 
circumstances of this case and be prepared to submit to the Secretary of the Interior, or 
to some other tribunal, as circumstances may demand, your opinion of the value of the 
plans and our services. 

If you will kindly consent to do this we will place you in possession of all the facts 
in the case, and the drawings, sketches, etc., necessary, for a full understanding of the 
same. With high regard, we remain, your humble servants, 

SMITHMEBYER & PELz. 


The Chair: This 
communication might 
be taken up with the 
report of the Com- 
mittee on the Bill 
Governing the Super- 
vising Architect, or 
referred to Mr. Adler, 
the chairman of that 
committee. 

John W. Root : 
Do I understand, Mr. 
President, that it is proposed to refer it to that committee ? 

The Chair: Yes, the report of that committee has not been made yet, 
and it might be considered in the discussion of that report. 

We have had the reports of the Committees on Metrical System, Code 
of Ethics and Statistics of Competitions. If the convention pleases, you 
can now take them up for discussion. The first is the report on the 
metrical system. 

Mr. Yost: I would like to inquire what the committee has recom- 
mended this association to do in the matter of the metrical system. If 
they wish any action to be taken by this association, I did not so understand 
further than the acceptance of the report made. 

Mr. Patton: I do not know that anything can be done by the associa- 
tion except to show that it still favors the metrical system by continuing 
this or some other committee with like powers. It is a subject that will 
take some years to bring about the object sought for. This association has 
accomplished something already toward that end. We have stirred up 
considerable interest, at least with the Boston Civil Engineers Association, 
which seems to be an organization of considerable influence, and their 
recent action show them to be in accord with us. I think we should keep 
up the interest we have shown and seek every opportunity to push the 
movement forward. I don’t know but I feel that this or some other com- 
mittee should be appointed to continue the work. 

H. W. Hill: I think it would be well for the members of this associ- 
ation to say that it would be a good thing for the country at large if the 
metrical system was adopted, and by a vote instruct the chairmen of the 
different state associations to communicate with their respective members 
of congress, urging them to have the matter brought up in congress and to 
work for its adoption. I will offer a resolution to that effect : 

Resolved, That the chairmen of the different state organizations and associations be 
requested to communicate to the congressmen of their respective states the opinions ot 
this association in regard to adopting the metrical system throughout the United States, 
and request them to have this important subject referred to the proper committee of 
congress. 
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The resolution of Mr. Hill being put by the chair to vote, carried 
unanimously. 

Charles Crapsey: I would like to inquire what is the opinion of this 
association of the metrical system ? 

Secretary Patton: This convention two years ago expressed its opinion 
by appointing a committee and adopting a resolution in favor of the 
metrical system and for enlisting other bodies with us to petition congress 
to make the metrical system compulsive. <A year ago this committee was 
continued. 


CARRIAGE PORCH WEST HOTEL MINNEAPOLIS 
L-S-BUFFINGTON ARCHITECT 


























The Chair: We are now ready to hear the report of the Committee on 
the Consolidation of the Architectural Association of America. Mr, 
Adler, are you ready ? 

Dankmar Adler, as chairman, read the following report : 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CONSOLIDATION OF ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATIONS. 


Your committee begs leave to report that it has given careful consideration to the 
subject intrusted to its charge. That, believing the consolidation of all the architectural 
associations of this country into one united body in the highest degree desirable, i 
placed itself in communication at once with the corresponding committee of the American 
Institute of Architects. ‘That it formulated a scheme for the consolidation of all associ- 
ations whose standard of membership was as high as that of the Western Association of 
Architects. That this scheme of consolidation was submitted to the committee of the 
American Institute of Architects, and by it substantially indorsed, and, with compara 
tively slight modifications, submitted to the convention of the American Institute of 
Architects held in Buffalo during the last month. That the chairman of your committee 
was present at the Buffalo convention, and that the Institute thereat, after much dis- 
cussion, unanimously adopted the following resolution : 

** Resolved, That the committee of the American Institute of Architects upon 
consolidation of architectural associations be continued, and that it be directed to act 
with the corresponding committee of the Western Association in determining a definite 
plan of consolidation in the next six months, It is further resolved, that when this plan 
of consolidation has been determined upon and approved by the board of trustees and 
directors of the American Institute of Architects and Western Association of Architects, 
the same shall be printed, and copies of the same distributed among the practicing mem- 
bers of both bedies. It is further resolved, that within one month from the distribution 
of these printed copies of the committee’s report, there shall be a letter ballot upon its 
adoption by the practicing members of the American Institute of Architects and Western 
Association of Architects, and that if approved by a two-thirds vote of both bodies it 
shall be declared adopted, and the two bodies consolidated under its provisions. The 
board of trustees of the American Institute of Architects and the board of directors of 
the Western Association of Architects shall, in case of such adoption, at once issue a 
call for a convention of the members of both bodies to be held at such place and at such 
time as may then seem most expedient, and a reorganization of the American Institute 
of Architects shall be the order of business of said convention. 

Your committee further reports, that for many good and sufficient reasons, the reten- 
tion of the name of ‘‘ American Institute of Architects ’’ for the united and reorganized 
associations has been made a part of its scheme of reorganization, and is recommended to 
your favorable consideration ; that its plan of reorganization recommends the retention 
for the united and reorganized association of the standard of admission to membership 
now fixed by the Western Association of Architects, and that the government of the 
new organization shall be as democratic, and its policy as liberal, as that which has 
characterized the history of the Western Association of Architects. 

Inasmuch as it is important that this Association act in concert with the American 
Institute of Architects, and inasmuch as the committee acting on behalf of the American 
Institute of Architects, under the foregoing resolution, is a committee of three, your 
committee recommends the passage of the following resolution : 

Resolved, Vhat the action of our committee on the consolidation of architectural 
associations during the past year be, and is hereby, approved, and the committee dis 
charged. 

Resolved, That the Chair appoint a committee on the consolidation of architectural 
associations, which committee shall consist of three members, and that this committee 
be directed to act with a corresponding committee of the American Institute of Archi- 
tects in determining a definite plan of consolidation within the next five months. It is 
further 

Resolved, That when this plan of consolidation has been determined upon ana 
approved by the boards of directors and trustees of the Western Association of Architects 
and the American Institute of Architects, the same shall be printed and copies of the 
same distributed among the practicing members of both bodies. It is further 

Resolved, ‘That within one month of the distribution of these printed copies of the 
report of the joint committee, there shall be a letter ballot upon its adoption by the prac 
ticing members of the Western Association of Architects and the American Institute of 
Architects, and that if approved by a two-thirds vote of both bodies, it shall be declared 
adopted and the two bodies consolidated under its provisions. ‘The board of directors of 
the Western Association of Architects and the board of trustees of the Anterican Institute 
of Architects shall, in case of such adoption, at once issue a call for a convention of the 
members of both bodies, to be held at such time and at such place as may then seem 
most expedient, and a reorganization of the American Institute of Architects shall be the 
order of business of said convention. D. ApvierR, Chairman of Committee. 

The Chair: As the order of business calls for the discussion of these 
papers tomorrow morning, we will simply place them on file at present. 
We will now hear the report of the Committee on Statutory Kevision, of 
which Mr. Adler is the chairman. 


Mr. Adler read the following : 








THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON STATUTORY REVISION OF THE WESTERN 
ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS. 

The work of your committee has been entirely suspended during the past year, 

chiefly because it was found that the political excitement due to the presidential election 


made it impossible to secure the attention of the public or of legislators to the statutory 
reforms in the introduction of which your committee was intereste 

Your committee has nothing to recommend, exe ept a reiteration of that part of its 
former reports which calls the attention of every member of this association to the fact 
that if legislation in the interests of establishing an official standard of professional pro- 
ficiency is to be obtained, this cannot be done by the labors of a committee only, but it 
will require the united, energetic and persistent efforts of every member of this associa- 
tion, each working in his own way, to awaken in the minds of all with whom he comes 
in contact, a realization that it is as necessary for the state governments to establish a 
standard of minimum qualifications among the practitioners of architecture, as the 
establishment of such standard has been found salutary with the case of physicians, 
apothecaries and lawyers. 

Your committee must again call your attention to the futility of all effort at securing 
or enforcing legislation unless there is a healthy, strong public sentiment in thorough 
sympathy with the same. Legislators are not ready to enact laws merely because our 
association, or its representatives, demand them, no matter by how good and strong 
arguments our demand may be supported. Our state legislators, if they have a proper 
conception of their duties, should consider themselves the exponents of the wishes of 
their constituents, and be ready to enact new laws only if they can become convinced, 
not only that such laws are good in the abstract, but also that there is a positive desire 
for their enactment among a considerable portion of the people. 

). ADLER, Chairman of Committee. 





The Chair: Mr. Adler, we will call on you for the report on the Bill 
Governing Office of Supervising Architect. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SECURING A REFORM IN THE CONDUCT OF THE 
ARCHITECTURAL PRACTICE OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


‘Two of the members of your committee, together with representatives of the Amer- 
ican Institute of Architects, had conferences at New York and at W ashington, and made 
sundry modifications in the draft of proposed bill adopted by a previous convention of 
this body, but found, upon ry a at Washington, that there was no sympathy with our 
movement in the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Fiftieth Congress. ‘The members of this committee were chiefly from 
country districts, many from the South, and not sufficiently familiar with the great 
buildings erected in our cities. ‘The government buildings at Washington and the 
government buildings about the country were considered by them the me plus ultra 
of architectural achievement. It was therefore found impossible to convince them that 
there was aught in the character of the buildings erected by the government that 
demanded a change in the methods pursued in their design or administration. 

Besides, neither the political press of the country nor the business public had 
expressed diss: itisfaction with existing methods to a sufficient extent that their expres- 
sions of discontent could have been used by us as arguments in favor of the reforms 
which we proposed. We therefore believe that every member of this Association and of 
the American Institute of Architects should constitute himself a committee of one, 
charged with the duty of calling forth from individual citizens and from the press expres- 
sions of opinion upon a system under which the government of the United States cannot 
employ in its —— il service architects of as high standing and as great professional 
and business ability as those employed by wealthy corporations, or even by the average 
private citizen. D. Avier, Chairman of Committee. 


The Chair: Is Mr. Alexander, chairman of the Committee to Organize 
State Associations, present ? 
James F. Alexander: We will not be ready to report until tomorrow 


morning. 

Mr. Clay: In the absence of Mr. Treat I will read his report as chair- 

man of the Committee on Uniform Contracts and Specifications. 
COMMITTEE ON UNIFORM CONTRACTS 
To the Fifth Annual Convention of the Western Association of Architects : 

The undersigned Committee on Uniform Contracts, appointed at your last convention 
to confer with a like committee from the American Institute and National Association of 

Suilders, beg leave to report as follows : 

It was thou ght by a portion of the joint committee that the work brought before it 
could be ac complishe d by correspondence, but this proved to be impracticable, and a 
meeting was arranged to take place in New ‘\ ork, at the rooms of the American Institute 
of Architects. 

The following named gentlemen repre sented the Institute: Messrs. O. P. Hatfield, 
of N York: Alfre d Stone, of Providence; and J. H. Windrim, of Philadelphia. 
The tional Association of Builders was represe nted by Messrs. John S. Stevens, of 
Philadelphia ; John J. Tucker, of New York, and George C. Prussing, of Chicago ; 
this Association by Mr. W. W. Clay, of Chicago ; Mr. James F. Alexander, of Lafay- 
ette, Ind., and Mr. S. A. Treat, of C hic ago 

Mr. O. P. Hatfield was chosen president, and Mr. William H. Sayward, secretary 
of the National Association of Builde rs, was appointed secretary. 

Several meetings were held, both day and night, and as a result of these delibera- 
tions a form was agreed upon. This was again referred to a sub-committee composed ¢ 
the president and secretary, who were requested to submit the contract to an acknowl- 
edged legal authority for suggestions, and then to print and distribute to the members 
of the joint committee for their reconsideration. 

The form which has; been so generally distributed among you has been copyrighted, 
and the sole right to publish placed in the hands of The Inland Publishing Company of 
Chicago. Arrangements are now being made by this company to place these blanks on 
sale in the principal cities of the country. 

It was the aim of the committee to place before you a form which should combine all 
the desirable features of the many forms collected by them, and to produce a contract 
blank which would be acceptable to both owner and contractor. The absence of a 
certain clause in which the contractor agrees to do everything necessary to fully com- 
plete the work, whether shown or not, or the so often implied agreement on the part of 
the architect to make all decisions in favor of the owner, may be noticed 

Your committee found some difficulty in produc ing a form which would as well 
apply to those cases in which one contractor is required to complete all branches of the 
work, as to those where only one or more branches of the work are to be performed, anc 
experience may suggest some improvement in this direction, 

As this blank has been placed before each member, it will doubtless elicit some 
criticism, and should any member find reasonable objection to its provisions, the chair- 
man will gladly receive and place before the committee any suggestions toward its 
improvement. 

In order to preserve the copyright, it will be necessary to continue this committee, 
and to this end the following resolution is placed before you for your action; 

= olved, ‘Vhat the Committee on Uniform Contracts be, and is hereby, made a 
standing committee of this body.’”’ 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sam’L A. TREAT, ) 


Wm. W. Cray - Committee on 
Jas. F. ALExanper, } U#t/orm Contracts. 














The Chair: Gentlemen, as there are but two or three other reports to 
be received, and as we have just had the report on uniform contracts and 
specifications, the discussion of that is now in order. 1 shall be very glad 
to hear from you on this subject. Most of you have seen this contract and 
know its provisions, etc. 

Mr. Illsley: Mr. President, I move the adoption of the report, includ- 
ing the resolution to continue the committee. 

Mr. Sullivan: It seems to me that that should come up under the 
head of new business. I think the proper way to do is to place the report 
on file. 

The Chair: We are now taking this matter up in the regular order. It 
has been already accepted. The question now occurs on “the motion of 
Mr. Illsley. 

Mr. Adler: If I remember rightly the resolution under which this 
committee was empowered to act, delegated to it the power, as far as the 
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preparation of this form of contract is concerned ; therefore, unless there 
are the best of reasons to believe the committee was derelict in the dis- 
charge of the duty assigned to them, we can do nothing but accept their 
report and authorize the continuance of the committee. 

Mr. Clay: I would like to ask what was done at the convention of 
the American Institute? Was the contract adopted and recommended 
there ? 

Mr. Adler: Nothing was done. ‘The officers took it for granted, the 
resolution proceeding from the Institute placed in the hands of the com- 
mittee the power for their action, and therefore it was binding on the 
Institute, and that no further action was necessary. 

The Chair: Are there any further remarks. If not, we will proceed 
to vote on Mr. Illsley’s resolution. (By unanimous vote it was carried.) 

Secretary Patton: Mr. President, I would like to offer a resolution : 

Resolved, That the members of this association adopt the “‘ uniform contract’’ in 
their practice, and write any improvement in the form that suggests itself, as the result 
of the same, to the committee 

Mr. Patton: I apprehend we are not in a condition to criticise the form 
of this contract and can’t be until we have given it a fair trial. If we do 
this, in the course of a few months we may be able to offer suggestions 
which the committee might gather up and make some amendments to the 
form that would, perhaps, make it more efficient. 

The resolution being seconded and put to vote prevailed. 

The chair: The next report in order is on the consolidation of the 
architectural societies of America, which has been set for discussion 
tomorrow morning. Perhaps it would be well totake up the next in order, 
the report of the Committee on Code of Ethics. Or, if any gentleman has 
any resolutions to offer we might consider them. 

Mr. Clay: Mr. President, I move that a committee of one be 
appointed, as a nucleus, on a code of ethics, with power of increasing its 
numbers as may be deemed expedient, and, without wishing to be con- 
sidered at all personal, I would like to have Mr, Sullivan appointed that 
committee of one. 

Mr. Root: Before we vote upon that motion I would like to know 
what Mr. Sullivan thinks of being made a nucleus. 

The Chair: Mr. Sullivan I think is a very valuable member to be con- 
tinued on that committee. 

Mr. Sullivan: I should like to suggest the committee should not 
exceed three members. I would like to have the convention fix the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Clay: The convention will fix it as one and that one Mr. Sullivan. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Patton, appointing a committee of one 
and naming Mr. Sullivan, on being put to vote, prevailed. 

The Chair: The report of the Committee on Bill Governing Office of 
Supervising Architect is in order. Are there any suggestions or recommen- 
dations to offer? You have heard the report of the committee. What will 
be your pleasure with it ? 

Mr. Adler: I wish to say 
to the convention, with ref- 
erence to this committee, 
that it will be entirely use- 
less to maintain the com- 
mittee and expect any suc- 
cessful results from its work 
unless the entire association 
takes upon itself to become 
a committee to look after 
its object. We cannot go 
to work at Washington and 
secure any legislation upon 
this matter unless congress- 


. ad : . 
pirdehyaky fish men become convinced the 
* public demands a revision 
Laie of the existing arrangement. 


SM The average congressmen 

from large cities realize that 

the United States Government is at a great disadvantage in the management 
of its architectural affairs, but the congressmen from large cities are the only 
ones, or are almost the only cnes, who see that it is possible to erect build- 
ings of character and dignity that are adapted to the purposes for which they 
are intended. Sut the average congressman from the country districts— 
and, of course, he is the overwhelming majority in congress—sees but little 
of building in the larger cities, and knows nothing whatever of the manner 
of the production of the government buildings he sees at Washington, 
which appear to him to be the very best that can be produced; does not 
realize that in New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Chicago, Cincinnati, St. 
Louis, and other large cities, private citizens and large corporations have 
erected buildings in which far better results have been obtained than in any 
that have been erected by the government. Therefore a committee insti- 
tuted for procuring a reform in this matter is looked upon with a 
certain degree of suspicion by the average congressman, who thinks 
the movement is only a scheme of architects who are out of a job, 
and believe the committee sent to Washington is in the interests of 
those men. Now it becomes necessary, as I began by saying, if this 
committee is to be of any service, if it is to be continued — that public 
opinion must be educated — well, I don’t know as to that, for the public is 
already pretty well satisfied that the matter of our government is not 
handled well, but that an expression of this opinion be given. Now, there 
are three hundred members of the Western Association and two hundred 
and fifty of the American Institute. If all of these would manage to 
influence those within their immediate reach —all the business men and 
prominent citizens within their reach—-and induce them to use their 
influence to bring about a reform in government buildings; if they will 
endeavor to enlist the editors of the great political journals; and the editors 
of the weekly papers and the monthly periodicals, and induce them to call 
attention to the need of a change in the present methods of the govern- 
ment in the construction of its public buildings, you will find that the 


congressmen in the inmost recesses of the back woods will come to think 
there is something in the sentiment that demands a reform. Then the 
labor of the committee can bear fruit. But until this is done, it never will, 
and I offer the resolution that the Committee on Procuring a Reform in the 
Architectural Practice of the Government of the United States be continued. 
I wish to say, let no one vote for it who will not make up his mind he will 
not forget it after he has left this convention; that, realizing the necessity 
for work, he will give his personal attention to it from the time he leaves 
this room until the next convention; will not leave a stone unturned nor 
an opportunity to escape to refer to it, and urge it upon the consideration of 
everyone, from the most influential citizen down to a member of congress. 
With these remarks, I hereby move the retention of this committee — with 
this request —don’t vote for it if you are not prepared to work with the 
committee. 

Mr. Patton: Mr. President, I would like to second Mr. Adler’s motion, 
and in doing so, I wish to give a little personal testimony. For several 
years I was employed in the office of the supervising architect, and while 
there I was convinced of one fact—no man who works in that office can 
do as good work as he can outside. He must always wait upon some high 
official to do something, and there is no draftsman in the building that has 
any authority to give directions, information or advice as there is in outside 
offices. From my experience and observation of the methods of doing 
work in the supervising architect’s office, I do not believe it is possible to 
do good work under the present system, no matter what the personnel of 
the office might be. I might state one little affair as an illustration of how 
things are done there. I was put in charge of an addition to one of the 
government buildings. A communication was received at the office from 
the postmaster of the place where it was to be built, saying, when we were 
ready to go on he would come down to Washington and see about it, and 
consult over it. I suggested that Ishould go down there and take measure- 
ments, and see what was wanted. “ Well,” was the reply, “ what good‘ 
Mr. Patton, would it do for you to go to that place? You would have no 
authority,’ and so the matter was dropped. Now, in an outside office 
where there are three or four draftsmen, it is common to say to one or the 
other of them, “ Mr. So-and-so, go to such a place and find what is wanted 
and take the measurements,” etc., and he comes back well informed, and 
ready to work understandingly. I therefore say under the methods of the 
supervising architect it is not possible to get the best results. We have 
Mr. Schweinfurth here who was in that office longer than myself. I think 
it would be interesting to hear from him. 

C. F. Schweinfurth: After listening to such an eloquent address, I 
would rather be excused. : 

Mr. Yost: I would like to make some inquiries in reference to this 
proposed bill. I want to ask the committee a question in regard to a 
statement made to me by a member of congress to this effect. He said: 
‘* What good are you going to do suppose you change it? It costs the 
government now very much less than you want for your services—that the 
figures show it is less than five per cent.’ Now, I want to know if any- 
one here knows whether this is true or not ? 

Mr. Adler: I wish to say it would not make any difference if every 
employé tendered his services gratuitously. I believe the government can 
better afford to employ the best talent in this country than to retain the 
class of men it does now in control of its architecture. I think it isa 
matter of comparative indifference whether it is cheaper or not. The 
question is one of results—whether the government buildings are enough 
better adapted to the peculiar site of each particular place—whether the 
best methods of construction are used—in short, whether the greatest 
amount of results for the least possible outlay is obtained. If this is 
attained, the government can well afford a larger sum for architectural 
services than it pays now. Supplementing what Mr. Patton has stated, 
your committee made two visits to Washington, and at both times saw 
a good deal of the work of the supervising architect’s office. As far 
as it was possible to observe, the head of the office was employed entirely 
with administrative work. If he was able to give any attention to the 
design of a building, it was a limited snatch from his more important 
duties. The personnel of the employés were reasonably good office men, 
capable of producing thoroughly good work when controlled by a master 
mind, but a master mind cannot be purchased for $4.500 a year. 

Mr. Yost: Mr. President, in that regard I agree with Mr. Adler, that 
the government can better afford to pay for good plans than to get its work 
on indifferent ones for nothing; but what we want to know is whether the 
committee made any inquiry in regard to the cost to the government under 
the present system? This gentleman of whom I spoke was candid enough 
to say, that unless it can be shown to members of congress that there would 
be no loss of political influence by the administrative change, and that they 
could get control of a few draftsmen, the influence of local supervising 
architects, and all that kind of thing, in a word, put to them as a political 
measure their codperation could not be looked for. 

Mr. Carlin: In regard to Mr. Yost’s question I would say, since I have 
been a resident of Buffalo there was an addition made to a government 
building which cost $100,000. There was a question came up of a change 
in the plans which incurred an expense of $1,300, not one cent of which 


was charged to the expense of the supervising architect at Washington, but 
s 


was included in the cost of the building. 

Mr. Adler: I really am ashamed when I think of it. The matter was 
brought up by a member of the committee on public buildings, a Mr. Krouse 
of the Forty-ninth Congress. He was a gentleman froth North Caro- 
lina— from the turpentine region. He wanted to know if the conditions 
of our bill prevailed, if each government building would not be competi- 
tive, to be participated in by architects all over the country, and if the work 
would not go to the great architects of the large cities, those who had 
experience in handling big fireproof buildings, and if the local architects 
would not be left out in the cold. He added: ‘* You know we cannot go 
back on our constituents. We have architects of our own, and on a com- 
petitive basis they wouldn’t have a chance. We don't like this thing. 
We think it is a move got up by a number of big architects in the big cities 
who want to gobble up these.” I told him if the competitions were 
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honestly conducted it would result in the government getting better work, 
and if they were not so conducted, it was easy enough to conduct them so 
that the figures of the local architects would be pretty sure to get them the 
work. 

Mr. Hellmers: Mr. President, in order to complete this matter Mr. Yost 
brought up—the matter of political preferment—I will mention that I 
unfortunately was in the employ of the government, and just previous to the 
election I was politely informed by the campaign committee that a certain 
per cent of our fees would be very acceptable by a certain day. 

Mr. Yost: I want to say in regard to the cost I do not believe the 
government pays less for its plans and construction by the present arrange- 
ment, as is alleged, and I think the continuing of this committee 
eminently proper. 

The Chair: I never had a doubt but it costs the government a larger 
sum than five per cent. 





A member: Mr. President, the cost of a government building is a 
matter of a great deal of importance at the present day, not only to the 
government but the people of the United States. The cost of the plans 
and details are a small matter in the cost of the work of preparation of 
getting ready to put up a building. The preparation of the plans is one 
thing and the appointment of a local superintendent to carry out the plans 
is another. And where the plans are wrong and wholly incompetent for 
the work and have to be sent back and made over again is another means 
of expense. In illustration: I happen to have knowledge of a work going 
on at Kansas City for a year or two. ‘The plans were sent on to the local 
superintendent there who happened to be a man of considerable ability, 
and known, perhaps, to all of you here, as he is throughout the East and the 
West for his fitness in this direction—his ability being beyond question. 
I{e has been in the employ of the supervising architect ever since he was 
a young man and he will compare with any of the old heads in the hall 
today. I said they had prepared the plans and sent them on to him and 
when he had examined them he wrote a letter to the supervising architect, 
saying: “Your plans are wholly insufficient for this construction; your 
work will not stand.’’ What was the result? A reply, saying: ‘ You 
attend to your business and we will attend to our business.”’ But that was 
after some five or six weeks had elapsed. The work was commenced. 
The foundations were built. The substructure built. The superstructure 
built up tothe doors. What was the result? Nearly the whole they had 
built had to be taken down. The outer walls, piers put in and new foun- 
dations. Now which would have been the cheapest—to employ a compe- 
tent man at his price or to continue a policy that cost the government, in 
this instance, $50,000 to tear down the inefficient work and build it up 
again? ‘This instance, and not an uncommon one in the matter of govern- 
ment work, will serve to show the necessity for a change. I think that 
some definite action should be taken; that some general information should 
be given to each architect throughout the United States, so that in trying 
to exert their influence with congressmen, they could talk to the same 
point, and in that way be more likely to induce them to work for the good 
of the country and the interest of the people. I think this instruction 
should come from this body. Now, if we get up some instructions, some 
kind of a letter that will enable us to work on the same line with our 
congressmen, we will know what to do. 

Mr. Adler: With that matter in view, I beg leave to offer the following 
as an addition to the resolution I first offered : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Reform of Architectural Practice of the United 
States Government be continued, and that the secretary be, and is hereby, instructed to 
send to every member of this association a circular letter, asking for specific information 
as to special instances of inefficiency of the work in the supervising architect’s office that 
has come under his notice (amended by Mr. Hellmers, to include the work of local super- 
intendents on buildings under construction). 

On being put to vote, having been duly seconded, the resolution pre- 
vailed. 

Mr. Adler: Before proceeding to another subject, I wish to say on 
behalf of the members of both committees, that of the Western Association 
and the Institute, who were with me at Washington, that we did not mean 
by our expression of opposition with the system in vogue for handling the 
government building, to cast any slur upon the present incumbent of the 


supervising architect’s office. We found considerable ability among those 
serving in the positions. We left Washington with the conviction that if 
Mr. Pierson was not doing the best that could be done, it was owing to the 
limitations under which he was laboring, and for which he should not be 
held personally responsible. We found him also a victim of an extreme 
desire to determine how economically he could manage that office by 
reducing the drawings of the buildings to a very small scale, and by other 
similar means, and upon inquiry into that particular, we found he thought 
he was merely carrying out the desire of the administration to see how 
much cheaper it could be conducted under a democratic than under a 
republican administration. The result was, the character of many of the 
drawings sent out of the office were not what you would have provided for 
buildings under his care. I now reiterate that we, as a committee, left Mr. 
Pierson with the feeling that he was doing the very best he could under 
the circumstances. 

Mr. Yost: Mr. President, I think in this discussion it was not meant by 
anyone to reflect on anyone connected with that office ; that it was meant 
to be entirely impersonal. 

The Chair: There is one other subject you can take up for discussion 
this evening—the report on statistics of competitions. However, I think 
Mr. Illsley prefers that it should be left over until tomorrow morning. 

Mr. Adler: As nothing further can be done now, would it not be well 
to take up the report of the Committee on Consolidation. It is now but 
20 minutes to § o’clock. I move that the order of business be suspended 
as laid down under the programme, and the report of the Committee on 
the Consolidation of the Architectural Associations be now taken up. 

On being put to vote, the motion prevailed. 

The Chair: We will now take up the important subject of the consoli- 
dation. 

Mr. Adler: Mr. Chairman, your Committee on Consolidation started 
out with the idea that what was required of them was to evolve, if possible, 
a practical plan of consolidation, or what would really unite the several 
architectural associations. Your committee understood fully in order to 
do that it would be necessary to make some concessions to other associ- 
ations in order that the new consolidated organization when formed would 
not necessarily be merely an enlargement of the Western Association, 
that any programme of consolidation that implied anything more than 
an enlargement of the Western Association would meet with such 
opposition of the American Institute and such other organizations 
as might be found that it would defeat our object. We thought also 
that as the consolidation had been first proposed by the American 
Institute, a certain amount of deference to the Institute was but proper. 
We thought, further, that the American Institute had been the pioneer 
architectural organization of the United States, that it had done all 
the preliminary work. It had made great efforts — many of them 
successful — in raising the standard of the profession, and establishing 
legal and professional charges, which are still the ruling ones throughout 
the United States and throughout the greater part of continental Europe. 
The committee also, in recognition of its schedule of charges being im- 
pleaded in many records of the courts of the country in which the Insti- 
tute, as such, is mentioned by name, and that it has been given as 
authority in building letters, and in the building laws of the country — 
for these and many other reasons—thought it wise to propose that the 
name of the consolidated organization should be the American Institute of 
Architects. Your committee hopes that when this matter is brought to 
passage you will all agree that your committee has acted wisely in coming to 
this conclusion. Apart from this no definite action has been had by your 
committee. It had a correspondence for seven or eight months with Mr. 
A. J. Bloor, the secretary of the American Institute, who prepared the 
paper which provided the scheme for consolidation, and which was ex- 
plained by him to the Committee of the American Institute, and which 
was adopted at the last convention of the Institute. The salient point of 
this report was that the architectural associations of the country be united 
with the standard of admission to membership of the association so formed 
based upon that of the Western Association, which is simply that of the 
American Institute with some more stringent and definite rules, which sets 
an honorable practice. Upon one point the committee of the American 
Institute and the committee of the Western Association have been at 
variance. You all know that in the American Institute there are two 
degrees of membership. There is the degree of membership which is 
called the “ Associate,”’ and there is a higher degree of nembership which 
they call « Fellow.” We think that the Western Architects are all equally 
fellows, and we proposed that all come into the new organization on an 
equal footing. ‘This was opposed in the Institute. It was held there 
should be two degrees of membership. It is the desire of the American 
Institute that its two degrees be retained in the new organization. 
That when a young man, who is comparatively unknown, wishes to 
join he should be required to take a provisional degree from which, 
later on, he can be admitted to the higher degree of fellowship. 
That in the first formation of the new organization, the Ameri- 
can Institute having in the neighborhood of one hundred and_ fifty 
fellows, the Western Association should be compelled to elect one hundred 
and fifty of its members to the new organization as fellows, and the 
remainder of its some three hundred members should be received only as 
associates. We, with all the Western Association, are opposed to this. 
We believe we can’t very well make a distinction in the degree of member- 
ship. We think that all should come into the new organization on an 
equal footing without more or less distinction from higher to lower. We 
think that the personal standing of an architect does not depend upon 
whether he writes I’. A. I. A. after his name or not, but that it depends 
entirely upon the volume of work he does and the quality of that work, 
and upon his general conduct. The architect who does work which calls 
public attention to him leads in the community in which he lives— 
that man who is capable of doing a high grade of work, and doing it well, 
will be highly esteemed no matter whether he is an associate or a fellow. 
That architect who, through misfortune or incapacity, does but little work, 
and does it illy, will occupy a lower standard no matter whether he is an 
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associate or fellow. In short, it is an artificial distinction which proposes 
to give a man a higher or lower standard than he otherwise should have. 
I believe we have in this city and in New York, members of the Institute, 
architects occupying the degree of associate, who in general information of 
the practice of the profession are better qualified and are more esteemed 
by those among whom they live than many who are able to call themselves 
fellows. The rank of the architect is so changeable that a man 
who today may occupy a very high position and can get the best result, 
which we hoped to have seen increased and which would have lifted 
him to a high eminence, maybe through a combination of circumstances 
which we could not forsee, has not been able to fulfill the high hopes we 
had for him. If we leave the professional position to the public we can’t 
make the mistake as to his professional standing. But your committee 
trusts that a discussion of this part of the problem before this convention 
will be to instruct this committee in formulating the plan of the new archi- 
tectural association that it must be on the basis of the equality of the mem- 
bers of the association. (Cheers.) ‘There is in that connection, and per- 
haps in view of what was foreshadowed in the recent action of the 
newly appointed committee of the American Institute, a plan for the 
formation of a higher degree of membership which applies only to a 
selected number who are to be honored by this highest distinction. 
It is to this effect: There will be formed out of the American Institute of 
Architects a body to be called the Administrative Council, which shall be 
composed of members of the Institute who have had at least twenty years 
practice as architects, and to which the ex-presidents of the Institute, after 
they shall have got out of the office, shall become ex-officio members of 
this council. This council shall have fifteen members elected the first 
year, and at each subsequent year five more, until the number of 
thirty is reached, when after that no more shall be added to it by 
election only by reason of a vacancy occurring by the death of members. 
The object of this council besides conferring especial distinction on a 
few highly honored members is also that of their acting in the 
place of a disciplining committee. It is claimed that the members of this 
council will be so far removed as to be a disinterested and, consequently, a 
very just and honorable court of inquiry. It has been said by some that 
wherever work is to be done it must be done by individuals or by small 
committees; that matters of discipline referred to so large a committee as 
thirty will never receive attention by all of the thirty, but that someone 
else will have to do the work, and by such a course but little could be 
accomplished. The only reason for adopting this part of the recom- 
mendation of the American Institute of Architects would be in case some 
such action would be necessary to secure the support of the American 
Institute; that is, we would rather encumber the new organization with 
what we consider a superfluous clause in its constitution than to see the 
entire scheme of consolidation fall to the ground. Mr. Stone, of the com- 
mittee of the American Institute, is with us, and I think perhaps we would 
all like to hear what he has to say to us on this matter of consolidation. 
Alfred J. Stone: Mr. 
Chairman and gentlemen, 
I am very glad to rep- 
resent the committee of 
the American Institute of 
Architects on this floor. 
In regard to this matter 
of consolidation of the 
Western Association of 
Architects with the Amer- 
ican Institute of Archi 
tects, I think I voice the 
Institute. In fact I know 
I do that of the com- 
mittee. I hope the result 
will be accomplished. I 
am glad to see the mem- 
bers of the committee of 
the Western Association 
! so ready to join in the 
~ adoption of the name of 
the American Institute of Architects. I think the reasons stated by Mr. 
Adler are sound in taking the proud name of our Institute, which has in 
so many instances been recognized by the various courts, both local 
and national, and it seems to me to be fitting that the new organization 
should be accomplished under that honorable name. In regard to the 
question of grades of membership, which appears to be the chief difficulty 
that lies in the way, in the Western Association you are all of one accord 
as to the making of any portion of your association associates and a large 
number fellows. It may seem to you an artificial distinction. Those who 
may receive the Fellowship might think it all right, but those who are to 
remain associates might think otherwise. Certainly, I do not think that 
to omit these distinctions will meet the approbation of the American 
Institute — to have all become associates in the consolidation. If we do 
not adopt a plan to have two grades of membership, it seems to me we 
must elevate all to fellowships. Of course, if this convention thinks best 
to instruct its committee to that effect—to have nothing to do with any 
gradation of members — I am ready and willing to leave, as far as possible, 
the question of details to the action of the joint committees, who may give 
it a more careful discussion than they can have at this time with the mem- 
bers of this convention. I do not wish to exert any influence with the con- 
vention in this direction. In the matter of the council there are one or 
two reasons for the introduction of that Class of members. It has been felt 
with this convention, and also in the convention of the American Institute 
of Architects, that a repetition in office should not be the rule hereafter — 
that men should not be returned to office from year to year until they 
become to be looked upon as personal fixtures, but we should annually 
elect a new president in order that we may avoid such disgusting pictures 
of personality. Some of us have gone so far as to make a change of all 
the officers, even the secretary. It was proposed in our convention that 








the board of trustees, which is composed of twelve members, should be 
chosen so that four should be elected for three years; four for two years, 
and four for one year, so that this board might be subject to the same rule 
of change as the president. If, then, we should adopt this plan for the 
election of president and other officers, it was thought it would be well to 
select this class of members as a council, to whom all matters of discipline 
could be referred, and they would be so far removed from the governing 
power of the Institute as not to excite any cause for jealousy from their decis- 
ions, It was also a part of this plan that any matters that came before them 
should not come before the convention for discussion, but that access could 
be had to the evidence that came before them, and in this way we could 
avoid washing our dirty linen in public. All we should have to do would 
be to vote yea and nay on their report when brought before the convention. 
Thus would all matters of discipline be referred to a committee, who 
would have charge of all minor details, and only the result of their work 
would come up for public action, which would save the convention much 
valuable time. I trust we shall all vote for consolidation, for I believe 
it is for the best interests of the profession that we should all be under 
one body. ‘This wouid not or should not prevent any local meetings. 
It would not and could not restrict any body of architects from hold- 
ing their gatherings as now, but would add strength to every local 
body. 

Mr. Ifellmers: I would like to ask, for information, if the gentleman 
will kindly state what is the exact standing of an associate and fellowship 
in the American Institute of Architects ? 

Mr. Stone here read from the constitution of that society the sections 
relating to memberships. 

Mr. Sullivan: It is with exceeding regret that I feel myself constrained 
to differ with the American Institute of Architects in this matter when it 
comes to the consolidation of the two associations. I have given the sub- 
ject considerable thought, and I am deeply impressed that it is a scheme 
that is fraught with danger, In the present condition of architectural 
growth there should be an absolute democratic condition. No man should 
be placed above his fellows any more than his own individuality will 
place him, I think instead of two classes we might better make it two 
bodies, which would increase the most in time I have no doubt in my own 
mind. I believe that a favored or special class is dangerous to any party, 
or government, or country. I think the members of the Western Associa- 
tion feel as deeply as I do in this matter of making fictitious classes or 
grades in the profession. For my own part I do not believe it 
appeals to the sober convictions of this convention. I think a man 
can do better work when he feels that he is an equal with others 
who claim no higher standing by reason of some officialaction. The pro- 
motion of two classes. I truly desire this consolidation, but I feel that the 
proposition to effect two grades of membership is insurmountable to the 
uniting of the two bodies if it is to remain. It is in my mind whether it 
is better for the Western Association to enter into such an alliance or to 
remain a distinct organization, as now. 

Mr. Heilmers: ‘The reason I asked Mr. Stone the question I did is 
that I understood an associate member did not havea voice in the proceed- 
ings. 

Mr. Adler: ‘That distinction was removed at the last convention held 
at Buttalo. 

Mr. Clay: I thought the distinction was in the amount of money they 
were able to pay. 

Mr. Adler: Even that distinction was removed. 

Mr. Clay: It seems to me that the fellows and associates of the 
American Institute are very nearly on a level. I think this organization 
would doa great injustice to this question of the American Institute if 
they allow any distinction to be made hereafter. I came here with my 
inclination toward the Institute’s plan, but I am thoroughly won over to 
the other side. I happen to be a fellow of the Institute and 
one of its executive board, and I feel Mr. Sullivan’s position is 
correct. I think if Mr. Stone does not agree with me now he will 
come to agree with us yet. I really feel as though this organization 
should make a strong point not to join with the American Institute unless 
this one thing is given up, and I think that will have a tendency to bring 
the American Institute to terms. I do not mean to put it in that way, 
exactly. It might be well to have all members enter the new organization 
on the same terms as any new member. I do not know whether that would 
be proper or not, but something of the kind should be done in entering the 
new organization, as by such means we might rid ourselves of certain 
parties that are not all we ask for. If there is any distinction it should be 
made on this basis, no matter whether a member of the American Institute 
or the Western Association. ‘They should be adinitted under the same 
requirements that are now exacted by the Western Association for new 
members. If this could be done we should get rid of some members the 
Western Association has taken in. But Mr. Stone says this class will die 
out and the new ones be all right. 

Mr. Stone: Mr. Clay suggests that when we become members of the 
new organization we should all become new ones. I hardly think the 
consolidation can be brought about in that way. 1 speak my own 
individual feelings’and also, I have no doubt, those of my fellow members. 
For my own part, I can see from the feelings here what your disposition 
is, and I should hardly think it was necessary to instruct your committee. 
We shall meet them on our part to bring about a consolidation. 

Mr. Adler: Mr. Chairman, I would like to make an inquiry of the 
gentlemen of the press in regard to getting a report of today’s proceed- 
ings tomorrow morning. 

The Chair: You see Mr. McLean and make the arrangements with 
him, as he has the only stenographer here. 

Mr. Adler: I move the president of this Association be empowered 
to make the necessary arrangements for printing the report of this day’s 
proceedings for distribuiion among the members tomorrow morning. 

The motion prevailed. 

On motion, the convention adjourned until 10:30 o’clock A.M, 
November 22. 
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SECOND DAY--MORNING SESSION. 


The convention was 
called to order at 10:30, 


President Smith in the 
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I might mention there 
are two reports not yet 
made; that on legal deci- 
sions and the report of 
the Committee on State 
Associations, Mr, Hell- 
mers is chairman of the 
Committee on Legal De- 
cisions. Perhaps we had 
better hear these reports 
now. 

Charles E. Hellmers 
read the following re- 
port of the Committee to 
Collect Legal Decisions 
relating to Building In- 
terests. 





REPORT OF COMMITTEE UPON 
LEGAL DECISIONS. 

Your Committee for Col- 
lecting Legal Decisions relat- 
ing to Business Interests has 
the honor to make the follow- 
ing report: 

In addition to the reports received last year on the same subject, further ones from 
the State of Illinois, of which Mr. Fred Baumann is chairman of the sub-committee, and 
from the State of Michigan, sent by Messrs. Donaldson and Meier, of Detroit, came to 
hand, 

The work of this committee has been done in the most complete manner and placed 
in serviceable shape to each and every member of the association through the labors of 
Loyd, of Baltimore, who has compiled a valuable volume which, as one of the members 
of the committee (Mrs. Louise Bethune) writes: “gives a hand-point and clear model 
for future work,”’ and which it is to be hoped will aid in removing the indefiniteness of 
the committee members’ ideas on the subject, which was the greatest obstacle in getting 
serviceable work from them. 

One or two applications for information have been received by the chairman and 
answered as far as the limited material at hand would allow. The few who tried to 
make proper use of the information in the hands of the committee, while unfortunate, 
perhaps, in not getting much assistance individually in the effort, have clearly demon- 
strated what the value of a central bureau of information would be. At present, lawyers, 
even the very best of them, are very uncertain and poorly posted in regard to decisions 
on this subject. ‘They advise chents to undertake litigations, which had the important 
points been carried up to the higher courts and precedents been established, would have 
never been begun, 

Cases containing points in relation to the contracts, building and party rights are of 
equal and often more importance to the architects than even such as appertain directly 
to the relation of architect and client. How many good and serviceable hours have all 
of us spent in court rooms while a couple of lawyers who knew little, a judge who knew 
less, and a jury that knew nothing about the relative claims of the contestants, or the 
many complications connected with the erection of a building, were endeavoring to 
settle some trivial misunderstanding, which the architect, if backed by proper precedents 
could have adjusted to better advantage alone. 

The conditions of the lien laws of the different states cause many complications and 
any effort tending to make them more uniform and simple would be of great value. 

With the idea of keeping the little progress made so far, as a point to gather around, 
continuously, more valuable matter, your committee would respectfully recommend : 

1st. ‘That a committee of one, with power to appoint, be continued. 

2d. That a small fund, for collecting and placing in proper form important material, 
as well as the purchase of books of value to the association, be allowed the committee, 
all expenditures, however, to be approved by the executive board. 


The Chair: The report of the committee will be placed on file, to be 
taken up inits order. The report of the Committee on State Organizations 
is now in order. 

J. F. Alexander, chairman of the Committee to Organize State Associa- 
tions, submitted the following : 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON STATE ORGANIZATIONS. 
To the Western Association of Architects, in Convention assembled : 

Your Committee on Organization of State Associations beg leave to report that 
the year of 1888 is less prosperous than the year preceding it, for the reason that we 
organized seven state associations in 1887, which covered most of our available terri- 
tory. 
We have successful working associations in all the states in which we have more than 
one member, except Georgia and Indiana. We have received substantial encouragement 
from California, Old Virginia, West Virginia, Arkansas, Georgia and Florida, With the 
present promising outlook, we hope to be able to report successful organizations in all of 
the last named states at your convention in 1889. 

We find but little co6peration in our works in states where we have but few members, 
on account of the pending consolidation of the two great American associations of 
architects. Should such consolidation take place, doubtless material changes in the 
status of our state membership would take place, which has led many architects through- 
out the West to await the result of the pending consolidation. 

Respectfully submitted, : 
J. F. ALEXANDER, A.C. Bruce, 
H. P. McDonacp, Joun SuTcuirF, 
J.G. HaskeELL, E. W. WELLs. 

The Chair: The report will be received and placed on file for further 
consideration at the proper time. The further discussion on the consolida- 
tion of the architectura! associations of the United States will now be con- 
tinued from last evening. I will state for the information of members who 
were not present yesterday that the question before the house is on the 
adoption of the report of the committee. The report is being printed, and 
will be here in a very short time. 

Mr. Sullivan: I move that we suspend the order of business, and take 
up one of the other reports for discussion. 

Mr. Illsley: Mr. President; in regard to the report of the Committee on 
Statutory Revision, the first paragraph states that the work of the com- 
mittee was entirely suspended during the year, owing to the presidential 
campaign. I will make a motion that this committee be continued, and 


made an expounding committee. Ithink we will require its services for 
an indefinite length of time. 

The Chair: I think it has already been continued. 

Mr. Sullivan: Ithink the committee asked that it be discontinued unless 
the members back it. 

Mr. Adler: I will say in reference to Mr. Illsley’s motion that its pas- 
sage will be of little or no value to the association unless every member 
codperates with the committee. It is absurd for a little delegation to go 
to a state capital and present to a committee of the legislature there a bill 
for the regulation of professional practice, when in that entire legislature 
there is not one who ever heard of that bill; who never heard one of his 
constituents—never heard any paper in his district or state—recommend 
the passage of that bill. Our legislators never consider a matter that is not 
urged upon them by their constituents. They'll pay but littie attention to 
a little committee of architects who come with a bill from their professional 
association. I have made a couple of expeditions of that kind. We found 
when we arrived at the capital they did not know anything of the state 
association ; they just knew, barely, that it was an association of architects, 
and looked upon the asked-for legislation as they do on some other trades 
union measure—something to enable architects to earn a little more money 
—and they paid no attention to us; and it was right. While it seems 
wrong to abolish this committee, yet, I think we might as well abandon it, 
unless you all help. I don’t know; I leave that to others to determine 
what would be the best means to procure a general codperation among the 
architects at large which the committee must have before it can accomplish 
any good. I hope some of you will be able to propose something to this 
end. I simply say, we must have codperation. 

Mr. Sullivan: Mr. President, I think we cannot dispense with this 
committee. The work to be done by each state. association will need the 
aid of the committee for consultation and counsel, and, if it will not be 
putting too much work on the committee, to desire it to correspond with 
the state associations with this in view. In that way we can progress. 

Mr. Carlin: I agree with Mr. Sullivan as far as he goes. I think it will 
be well to attempt a scheme of this kind, but we are not yet of one mind. 
Why not give it more consultation and develop a scheme; map out how 
this licensing ought to be, and educate the profession that all may think 
alike? Why can’t the committee of the Western Association evolve a 
scheme to educate state associations to the same line of thought on this 
question ? 

Mr. Adler: At the St. Louis convention a very elaborate report on this 
subject was presented in which a scheme was mapped out, and it was 
adopted with great enthusiasm. The author of that report explained his 
mode of procedure. On the crest of this enthusiastic throe, the president 
charged the members of the association to be united, and work for the success 
of the scheme. After the convention the enthusiasm all died out. Nobody 
took any interest in the matter. When it became necessary, in this city, to 
give it an illustration but three of the committee could be found, and when 
it became necessary to call a second time, I think only one could be 
found, showing the very little interest there was felt in the matter, and 
that is what we must have to succeed. 
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Mr. Yost: Mr. Chairman, I have had some experience in trying to 
carry out this measure —in my state association and with state legislators, 
I was present at our Ohio legislature, where it was presented for considera- 
tion, and I have had considerable talk with most of the influential mem- 
bers regarding it. In its present form there seems to be a constitutional 
limitation for a part of it; they say we would have to wait some years 
before we can have it carried out. While some professions have had car- 
ried through similar legislation, such as druggists, physicians and attorneys, 
they do not seem to realize a fixed profession for an architect. They say 
the public would be very much opposed to a bill which would want to make 
a man who wanted to build his own building go toan architect for his 
plans and specifications. An act could be framed which would meet with 
favor, one that would apply to public buildings upon which public money 
is expended, but just as you ask for one that would favor architects it 
stirs up opposition and they say we won’t have anything to do with that. 
If it is done at all it will have to be brought about under a different 
name, for the present, until such times as one of the now influential men in 
the legislature hopes to see all the constitutional objections removed. At 
the same time I have prepared a bill to submit, and it is now in the 
hands of some of the members of our legislature, with a view of controlling 
it somewhat wherever public moneys are to be expended, and we hope to 
have the building laws in such shape as to include al! public buildings, even 
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where private money is expended, such as theaters, churches, halls and all 
buildings used for public gatherings. We expect to get this act before our 
legislature, and control that part of the building work. 

The Chair: As one of the members of that committee appointed at St. 
Louis, I endeavored at the succeeding legislature to get the bill before the 
house. I carried the bill there just as it was formulated by the convention. 
The only real difficulty in getting that bill before the house and rushing 
it through was— money! (Laughter.) I have no hesitancy in saying 
had I had a good long purse I could have carried that bill through the 
house. There were several members of that legislature that had some 
little common sense, and they could see the advantages that would arise 
from passing that bill. One of the points raised by one of the legislators 
who had spoken to me on the subject was: ‘‘ You cannot get a bill passed 
unless it means to cost the state nothing —that the fees for examination 
would be sufficient to pay the Board of Examiners.” To ask the state to 
pay the examining board will certainly be the death of that bill. But on 
the coming legislature I am willing to make one more endeavor, and 
something may then be done, I hope, to carry it through. 

Mr. Forbush: Mr. 
President, I was at 
Columbus on_archi- 
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buildings as they are 
in the habit of constructing and deprive them of their rights. I also found 
this bill might be revised so as to apply to cities of a certain class, or to 
buildings of a certain cost. I propose to be in Columbus this winter and if 
this committee is not discontinued I will be pleased to give them any infor- 
mation I can. 

Mr. Clay: I am sure Mr. Adler did not cover this ground, I was with 
him at Springfield, and in our talks with the members this question of the 
carpenters was raised. Our committee admitted the point and got over it 
in this way: It should be agreed that persons practicing architecture and 
building should be privileged to do so, that is, a person can make a con- 
tract and also fix the plan without a license, but a person not a practical 
builder, a person who follows architecture as a business should be com- 
pelled to have a license. These I thought were the best terms we could 
make with the legislature. It is what I tried to do unsuccessfully at 
Springfield but I don’t see why we cannot keep pressing at it until we get 
something out of it. Of the argument that architects should be compelled 
to have their licenses I think no effort whatever should be made to com- 
pel an architect. I don’t think we should try to do that. I think a 
person can be his own architect just as he can be his own physician or his 
own lawyer. But if a person does employ an architect that architect 
should be a responsible one, and the very fact that he put out the sign, 
“ Practicing Architect,” he should have a license, and that guarantees he is 
proficient the same as the druggist, physician, dentist and attorney. But 
if persons do their own work that is all right; let them prescribe their 
medicine and take it. 

Mr. Carlin: Can a line be drawn between the architect and the 
builder, between those who should get the license and those who should 
not? If we require those who make the plans to be licensed, what of those 
who get the work and have someone make the plans to get the job ? 

The Chair: I think that is provided for in the bill of the committee. 

Mr. Adler: No it is not. I am sorry I haven’t a copy of the bill. 
The bill provided that none be permitted to act as an architect until he 
was examined by a state board and demonstrated his ability to perform 
the duties of an architect. The bill we had drawn would not have pre- 
vented the carpenter, or the tailor, or the shoemaker, from practicing 
architecture, provided he could pass the examination of the state board, 
and showed his ability to practice it, and I think the strength of the bill 
lies in the right of anyone to practice architecture but it is made a sine 
gua non that a person planning for the erection of a building must demon- 
strate he is possessed of sufficient knowledge, and I think that the mem- 
bers of this association take that view. They don’t ask to be exempt from 
the exactions of this bill. They don’t ask to have anyone excused who 
can not demonstrate his ability to perform the functions of an architect and 
this I think will strengthen their position. I think there is a misapprehen- 
sion right here. I think there is a feeling abroad, brought about by care- 
less talk, that the primary intention on the part of the movers in this 
matter, is to make it a little easier for us to get big fees out of the public. 
That may affect the passage of the measure but it doesn’t seem to. The 
fact that an apothecary, an attorney, a physician or a dentist has to pass an 
examination does not put the practice of medicine, dentistry or law in the 
hands of a favored few. I think in all of these professions or callings 
people earn large fees, but there are some who hardly earn a living. It 
will be so in architecture. We do not ask the legislature to be intrusted 
with a monopoly. What we ask is, that the building public shall be 
protected from incompetent architects, who endanger the health and lives 
of citizens, just as the state protects them from incompetent physicians, 
druggists and dentists, and insists that an attorney must know something 
of law. Now there is nothing in this bill which, if passed in the various 
states, would give any one of the members of this association any advantage 
over the least member in the profession, for this bill makes it incumbent on 
everyone to demonstrate before an examining board his ability to per- 
form the duties of an architect before he can offer his services to the 
public. Therefore the proposed legislation we ask for in the various 


states is not of private interest but of public interest, and it is upon this 
ground we must urge the passage of the bill. 

Mr. Carlin: Mr. President, I have been unfortunate. I have never 
seen a copy of this bill. I would like to inquire if there is a copy of it 
here ? 

Mr. Adler: I have a copy of=it in my office, and will bring it here 
at the afternoon session if I can find time. If not I wiil bring it tomorrow 
morning. 

The Chair: What is your will with the report of the committee ? 

Mr. Illsley: I move the report be accepted and the committee be 
continued. 

The Chair: I will read the names of this committee. Dankmar Adler 
(chairman), Chicago; Geo. L. Fisher, Omaha; F. G. Corser, Minneapolis ; 
E. H. Taylor, Cedar Rapids, Iowa; E. O. Fallis, Toledo; Albert Cobby, 
Yankton; Chas. K. Ramsey, St. Louis; John M. Donaldson, Detroit ; 
C. A. Curtin, Louisville; Geo. B. Ferry, Milwaukee; Jas. F. Alexander, 
LaFayette, Ind. 

Mr. Ellis: Mr. President, if I may be allowed to say a word, I would 
suggest an amendment to the committee. I do this simply because I 
believe it to be for the advantage of the profession and members at large, 
and especially of those in the West. I would suggest to discontinue the 
name of Mr. Fisher and replace it with Sidney Smith. 

The Chair: Do you move that as an amendment, Mr. Ellis ? 

Mr. Ellis: I would if it were legal. I believe there is a point there 
as to whether it can be done. 

Mr. Root: It is out of order. I understand Mr. Ellis suggests this 
committee be continued with this modification. 

Mr. Adler: I believe it has been the practice for a number of years 
for the incoming president to appoint these committees. It is not under- 
stood that standing committees should be changed from year to year. 
This large committee should be changed. The convention does not 
always get from a standing committee its expectations, for frequently 
gentlemen are appointed on it that won’t do any work. If Mr. Ellis will 
make his motion to be understood in the sense that the committee be 
continued, and that its membership should be appointed by the incoming 
president. 

The Chair: I might say I was responsible for making that change in 
the committee at the last convention, as I was a member of it up to that 
time. I substituted Mr. Fisher for myself. 

Gentlemen, you have heard the motion, with the modifications suggested, 
what is your pleasure ? 

The motion, seconded, was carried on being put to vote. 

The Chair: Having disposed of that report, the report of the Com- 
mittee on Consolidation is now in your hands. We will renew the 
discussion on that report. 

Mr. Adler: Mr. President, I take it for granted that the discussion 
called up yesterday by the report of your Committee on Consolidation, and 
the desire to have it continued now, is not so much to make a propaganda, 
but rather for the purpose of calling out the opinion of members as to mat- 
ters of detail of this consolidation. I will deviate to this extent from what 
I said yesterday. I said yesterday that I wanted instructions on certain 
points. I will withdraw that, seeing the committees interested is not to be 
cumbered with instructions, but rather to have a full expression of opinion 
from the members of the association as far as possible, so that it may go to 
the conference with the American Institute committee with what the 
Western Association desire. We were discussing yesterday the advis- 
ability, in the new organization, the continuing of the associate and fel- 
lowship, and it was evident from the discussion and the applause received 
that it is nearly the unanimous sentiment of the Western Association. In 
the new association we will enter it upon a footing of equality. There 
was another point brought up yesterday. I do not know that you are ready 
for it now; that was the establishment of a council, to be composed of 
architects who had practiced a certain number of years, to be inserted in 
the constitution and by-laws; to be composed of these and ex-presidents 
of the association as ex-officio members ; the number of the council never 
to exceed thirty ; fifteen to be elected the first year, and after that five each 
year until the complement is filled, when there will be no more vacancies 
except occasioned by death. The discussion yesterday was informal, and, 
I think, we might make this an informal one without any definite motion, 
so that when we rise to express our views we may do so unimpaired by 
any sense of responsibility we might feel in speaking to a definite motion. 

Mr. Sullivan: Mr. President, I think this council idea is even worse 
than the idea of the fellowship distinction, and think we had better class 
them together. I think the government of an association should be in the 
hands of the live members of the association. I am not impreseed with 
judging a man by the color of his hair; if gray hair will make a man wise, 
what will red hair make him? I think we should not differ on that point. 
I would like to inquire of the chairman of that committee if in the consul- 
tations with the committee of the American Institute whether any ideas 
were given as to the method for the disposal of property ; how this associa- 
tion was to come into the new organization ; if any special plan was pro- 
posed. In other words, I would like to hear as fully as possible the aims 
discussed by the two committees. 

Mr. Adler: As to the aims of the Western Association and the Ameri- 
can Institute they are the same. It was assumed that this newly formed 
institute would not take a wider or narrower scope. It was assumed that 
the membership of the new organization would be a home to the members 
of all architectural associations now in existence or hereafter to be called 
into existence—that had or that would establish as a standard of member- 
ship the honorable professional practice of architecture, and establish 
further, as a test of their an honorable and exclusive practice. We 
made the inquiry upon that point. The standard should be similar to that 
now existing with the Western Association. That is, they would require 
from each applicant: First, by his record in at least three pieces of 
executed work, the demonstration to come from the owners or occupants 
of the structures that his administrative abilities enable him to manage new 
interests. Second, that he should furnish photographs or drawings of these 
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same structures, and, further, the testimony of two members of the associa- 
tion testifying to the honorable standing of the applicant. 

Mr. Sullivan: Do I understand that the new organization will put the 
members of the present organization to that test ? 

Mr. Adler: No; the secretary is to admit any member of any associa- 
tion whose standard of membership is as the American Institute, the 
honorable practice of the profession of architecture, and the Western 
Association, which went one step further and made it the exclusive practice 
of architecture. 

Mr. Sullivan: Of those organizations there would be no question— 
no going behind the returns. The new association would have to assume 
that everyone who is now a member of the American Institute was in the 
honorable practice of architecture; and in the same way the members of 
the Western Association would have to be admitted. But of those who 
are admitted in the future, if this standard of the Western Association, 
and which has met with the quasi indorsement of the American Institute, 
is to prevail, then any from any other organization who may wish to come 
in hereafter must be tried by that standard. 

Mr. Adler: There was a question presented by the committee of the 

Western Association—a matter of detail of the organization, which was 
proposed for the greater convenience of administration—that the new 
organization be divided into an Eastern and a Western department, each 
to hold its own convention, the joint convention to be omitted. But this 
met with so little favor by the committee of the Institute that it was with- 
drawn by your committee. Another question came up for discussion, 
raised by the committee of the American Institute—the making of the city 
of Washington the headquarters of the new organization. ‘That the com- 
mittee, after discussing the matter, decided to adopt, as far as that part of 
the clause, “that the city of Washington, the capital, be declared the 
official headquarters of the American Institute of Architects,” and in 
reference to holding the conventions there, except in cases where the 
president’s convenience would order it to be held in some other place. 
As to details and administration we haven’t got far enough in our discussion 
that much can be given. You may depend upon it, though, that the Com- 
mittee on Consolidatior of the Western Association will not consent to any 
scheme of consolidation that will not leave the new-formed Institute with 
full power to conduct matters to the welfare of the Institute in its own 
way. 
Mr. Sullivan: There is one little point, while this matter of details is 
up, that it may be well forthe committee to understand, that is to say: It is 
to be definitely understood by these two committees that when the new 
organization is formed, each of the old associations shall formally disband. 
I speak in this way for I think I detect in these proceedings a disposition 
for absorption ; I feel the Western Association has either got to be gobbled 
up or the Institute; I think it a matter to be understood by both institu- 
tions, that they formally disband. 

Mr. Adler: Mr. Burnham was the one who, in the convention of the 
American Institute of Architects, in 1887, proposed the consolidation of 
all the architectural associations in the United States, and it was in pursu- 
ance of his motion that the American Institute of Architects appointed a 
committee and called upon us to appoint a similar one to confer with them. 
A little matter of etiquette, arising from a little misunderstanding, for which, 
perhaps, I am as much responsible as anyone, has kept Mr. Burnham 
silent, but I feel he owes, if not to himself, certainly to his professional 
confreres, all of whom honor him very highly, that he express his views, 
which, no doubt, are well worth hearing. 





























D. H. Burnham: Gentlemen, this is what I hoped would not happen. 
Being on the Institute Committee on Consolidation, I feel myself bound by 
its views, and not at liberty to advocate here, what might seem opposed to 
them. Iam, however, clear in regard to the matter; that the machinery 
of the final body should be simple as it can be made. If consolidation 
comes about, it should result in retaining the state associations and chap- 
ters, but the business of the institution at large should be conducted by a 
small body, elected for the purpose, meeting as often as necessary, and 
having power to settle all questions submitted to it. This body should 
have a central fixed place of meeting, to be determined in the future, and 
should have permanent quarters where all records may be kept, together 


with the statues, busts and portraits of men whom the Institute desires to 
honor. I do not feel like saying anything in this general discussion in 
points wherein we differ. 

F. M. Ellis: Mr. President, on the general subject of consolidation on 
the joining of these two associations in one, while I cannot see it, there 
may possibly be some reason to fear that the Institute may absorb the Asso- 
ciation, yet I am decidedly in favor of the terms, which I think are in 
our favor. At the same time I cannot come to feel that if it were not so, we 
must say to the American Institute : If you do not give up to our organi- 
zation we will disappoint you.’’ Mr. Sullivan spoke of abandoning the 
old organizations. I want to say by the consolidation of the two organiza- 
tions, in one sense they will be abandoned, but in a proper and truer sense 
they will be expanded and improved. It is union rather than abandon- 
ment; a kind 

Mr. Treat: A kind of wife? 

Mr. Ellis: A kind of wife. We can all feel the same pride in the new 
organization as we would in the old organization. I am decidedly in 
favor of the scheme of consolidation. I am very much impressed with the 
idea of promotion in membership, to begin, if necessary, as junior, rising 
to associate and then to fellowship. Now, as to the joining of these socie- 
ties I see no objection to adopting the name of American Institute of 
Architects, as recommended by this committee. If on coming together 
we find the constitution and by-laws adopted are not satisfactory, they can 
be altered. Every year we revise our constitution and we can do the same 
in the new organization. I cannot see how any member who is satisfied 
with the scheme of consolidation can seriously object to the scheme of the 
joint committee. We don’t need to lay out all the details now. The plan 
of this committee, I think, is a good one. 

Mr. Burnham: I would like to say, I hope this convention will not 
instruct its committee. A little reflection will show everybody that no man 
can come to any definite conclusion today or tomorrow. I hope the con- 
vention, then, will not attempt to instruct them definitely on any of these 
points we have had under discussion. I believe this is the safest course to 
pursue. Certainly, if your committee is a competent one, you will be safe 
to leave all these details in their hands, 

Mr. Root: I believe Mr. Burnham expresses the general feelings of the 
members of this association, but I cannot feel that the views of so large a 
body as this would go unheeded. Of course, the action of the committee 
has to be submitted tothe Institute and Association, and approved by them. 
Yet, at the same time, large bodies coming together for legislation become 
cumbersome, and very often cloudy, whereas small bodies who have this 
class of business in hand, from the very nature of their concentration, seem 
to have more executive ability. I think the interests of both the Associa- 
tion and the Institute may be left safely with their committees. 

Mr. Sullivan: As I understand the thing, the first idea is the consolida- 
tion. Second, on what basis, as members of this new organization, shall 
we come in? Then, again, shall the old organizations have to disband, or 
continue their existence? Mr. Yost seems to advance the idea that there 
can be a grand American Institute of Architects, and another American 
Institute of Architects at the same time. He seems to think it is to be a 
federation, and not a union. 

Mr. Root: I understand that when we make this new organization, we 
make it a unit by amalgamation. I certainly trust the old organization, for 
the new one is to be the form of the consolidation. 

Mr, Adler: I want to say a few words before we adjourn to lunch, with 
a view to the classification of members. It will not be possible for us to 
meet in joint convention without a definite, pre-arranged programme for 
the members of the American Institute and Western Association to meet a 
year hence to inaugurate the new Institute. It is the desire that we have 
a basis to work upon. ‘The programme should be mapped out by the joint 
committee ; that is, to a certain extent it is the work of the joint commit 
tee. Hence, it is the desire of the committee of the Western Association 
to have the members to touch upon every point they can think about of the 
policy of organization, so we can go, when we leave you, to the committee 
room thoroughly equipped with your views. With reference to Mr. Sulli- 
van’s question relating to the disbanding of both organizations, I will say, 
the American Institute of Architects is recognized in the building laws of 
several of the eastern states. As an organization, it has some little prop- 
erty. It may be a question whether it is advisable to terminate its cor- 
porate existence. It may be determined after looking at its legal status, 
and the legal decisions that have been rendered, that the best policy for 
the Institute to pursue will be to retain the old corporate existence, and in 
that case, it may be said, technically, to have swallowed up the Western 
Association. 

Mr. Ellis: Do not the laws of New York require, by the incorporation 
of the Institute, that all the members shall be citizens of the state of New 
York ? 

Mr. Adler: That will have to be determined by the committee. I 
mention the fact, that if both committees determine it is best to retain the 
corporate name of the American Institute of Architects, your committee 
has not surrendered all your rights. 

Mr. Root: I think we can trust the committee with that. It seems to 
me the organization is competent to take care of that when it comes to 
the final adoption of the committee’s work. Everything is good that may 
be suggested in its inchoate existence. 

Mr. Sullivan: I don’t understand that my question has been met. 
My idea was to limit the share of the general liability, and with this end 
in view I think this joint committee should block out a stand to present at 
the meeting of both institutions and not leave it possible for a misunder- 
standing. In it should be contained the essence of this idea if that body 
should be continued, whether it may be as a hierarchy or not. 

Mr. S. A. Treat: Mr. President and Mr. Chairman, I would like to 
say a word or two if it is order. We have talked about consolidation, 
fellows, associates, place and time of meeting, but I haven’t heard anyone 
say a word about financial standing, but there seems to be no one beside 
myself interested in this matter. 

On motion, the convention adjourned until 2:30 P.M. 
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SECOND DAY--AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Chair: Gentlemen, 
you will please come to 
order. We will now pro- 
ceed with the discussion 
of consolidation. Are there 
any further remarks ? 

Mr. Adler: Mr. Chair- 
man, before the resolution 
of precedent is taken up I 
wish to add to the motion 
fixing the number of mem- 
bers of the committee, to 
change the number to five 
instead of three, the origi- 
nal number of the com- 


mittee. 

Mr. Root: Mr. Sulli- 
van has a resolution to 
offer. 

Mr. Sullivan: Mr. 


President, before offering 
the following resolution I 
wish to make a few re- 
marks. The idea of in- 

: structing our Committee on 
It seems to me the views of the 





been broached. 
association are so thoroughly distinct to leave the Committee on Consoli- 


Consolidation has 
dation with full discretionary powers. I therefore move the adoption of 
the following: 

Resolved, That the action of our Committee on the Consolidation of Architectural 
Associations during the past year be and is hereby approved and the committee dis- 
charged. 

Resolved, That the chair appoint a committee on consolidation of architectural 
associations, which shall consist of five members, the personnel to be the same as before, 
and that this committee be directed to act with a corresponding committee of the Ameri- 
can Institute of Architects in determining a definite plan of consolidation within the next 
five months. It is further 

Resolved, ‘Vhat when this consolidation has been determined upon and approved by 
the board of directors and trustees of the Western Association of Architects and the 
American Institute of Architects, the same shall be printed and copies of the same 
distributed among the practicing members of both bodies. It is further 

Resolved, That within one month of the distribution of these printed copies of the 
joint committee, there shall be a letter ballot upon its adoption by the practicing mem- 
bers of the Western Association of Architects and the American Institute of Architects, 
and that if approved by a two-thirds vote of both bodies, it shall be declared adopted, and 
the two bodies consolidated under its provisions. The board of directors of the Western 
Association of Architects and the board of trustees of the American Institute of Archi- 
tects shall, in case of such adoption, at once issue a call for a convention of the members 
of both bodies, to be held at such time and place as may then seem most expedient, and 
a reorganization of the American Institute of Architects shall be the order of business of 
said convention, 

Mr. Root: [ second the adoption of the resolutions. 

The Chair: Gentlemen, you have heard the resolutions which have 
just been read; are there any remarks ? 

Mr. Yost: Mr. Chairman, just one word. I understand there is a little 
feeling, should this union be made, in regard to the place for holding the 
first meeting, fearing that some advantage may be taken in the organiza 
tion. I think it would be a good idea to express, as the sense of this con- 
vention, that we do not instruct the committee of this association on the 
point of the place of meeting, but to defer to the American Institute as far 
as to the place for holding the first meeting, and, with this end in view, I 
suggest the following as the expression of this association: “‘ Should the 
joint committee go far enough to consider the place of meeting, and Wash- 
ington city be held by the Institute as the most suitable place for holding 
the first national convention of the new organization, that it will meet with 
the approval of this association.” 

The Chair: From the report of Mr. Adler this morning, I think that is 
the understanding of the committees. 

Mr. Adler: No, that is not it. The committee of the Institute is in 
favor of Washington city as the place for holding the convention, but the 
committee of the Western Association has not considered that matter yet. 

Mr. Yost: If there is any objection, I think this is a suitable time to 
make it known. 

Mr. Root: It seems to me it is inadvisable to instruct the committee 
in respect to any action it may take looking toward the place for holding 
this first convention. We should be very guarded in our action. Whether 
it be Washington city, or some other neutral line, you may be sure it can 
be safely trusted to the committee. 

The Chair: You have heard the resolutions ; 
remarks, we will put the question. 

The resolutions were carried unanimously. 

The Chair: The report of the Committee on Organizing State Associa- 
tions has been printed. Remarks on that report are now in order. 

Mr. Yost: I move the report of the committee be accepted. 
the president has the appointment of the committees. 

The Chair: This committee as at present constituted is as follows : 
James F. Alexander, chairman; H. P. McDonald, George W. Thompson, 
J. G. Haskell, A. C. Bruce, John Sutcliffe, EF. W. Wells. 

On being put to vote, the motion was adopted. 

The Chair: The last report we have to consider is that of the Com- 
mittee on Legal Decisions. Mr. Hellmers is the chairman. 

Chas. C. Hellmers: The report will be ready-tomorrow morning. 

Mr. Yost: I think it would be well to have its contents understood by 
the convention now. The chairman can state the outline of the report; 
its recommendations, propositions, etc. 

Mr. Hellmers: I will state it briefly. It reports the progress made by 
the committee to be very slight. It mentions also the report of a suit and 


if there are no further 


I think 


decision of the court in regard to a competition sent by Donaldson & Meir, 
of Detroit; also a book by Loyd, of Baltimore, a pretty fair compilation 
of proceedings up to the first of the year. 


It contains two resolutions— 


one, that a committee of one be appointed to continue the work, and the 
other, that a reasonable amount be laid out to meet printing and other 
necessary expenditures. I have that resolution, and I might as well bring 
it before the convention now. ‘There is a gentleman in Chicago, Mr. J. 
Woodbridge, who has rendered assistance to the committee, through Mr. 
Baumann, the chairman of the Illinois sub-committee, that the resolution 
wishes to recognize : 

_ Resolved, That the report of the committee be accepted and the committee dis- 
rr is That Mr. Hellmers be appointed a committee of one to continue the 
work, and that he be authorized to call upon the members of this Association for any 
assistance he may require. 

Resolved, ‘That the thanks of this association be tendered Mr. J. Woodbridge, who 
has kindly devoted his time to make extracts on legal decisions in the State of Illinois, of 
interest to the profession, and that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to him by the 
secretary. 

The Chair: ‘This resolution does not adopt the committee’s report. 
It has not yet been made. Only a statement of the substance and appen- 
dix to report is before the house. 

Mr. Baumann: Mr. Woodbridge has done a very serviceable work 
for us. ‘This report will be printed. 

Mr. If[ellmers: I withdraw the resolutions. 

Mr. Adler: I move this report of the committee for collecting infor- 
mation on legal decisions relating to building interests, be accepted and 
the committee be discharged. I further move that Mr. Hellmers, the 
originator of the movement, be appointed a committee of one, with power 
to select assistance from the members of this Association, for the purpose 
of prosecuting this work. 

The motion, on being put to vote, was carried. 

The Chair: The next report is that of the Committee on Statutory 
Revision. 

Mr. Yost: Gentlemen, I can state the substance of the report: That 
the work of the committee was entirely suspended on account of political 
excitement attendant on the presidential election, which made it impos- 
sible to get the attention of legislators. ‘It states the necessity of every 
member giving his especial attention to the work, working in his own way 
to enlist the attention of everyone they come in contact with, in order to 
create a strong public sentiment that will reach the law-making powers of 
the different states. 

Mr. Adler: I move the report be accepted and the committee con- 
tinued, with the additional functions recommended by the chairman. 

The motion, seconded, on being voted on carried. 

The Chair: I will just mention that an invitation has been extended to 
the convention, by the members of the Chicago Sketch Club, to an informal 
reception this evening at the rooms of the Art Institute. I understand there 
are some two hundred watercolor drawings and sketches on exhibition 
that are worthy of inspection. 

Mr. Root: I would like to say, Mr. President, that this exhibition will 
be exceedingly valuable. Mark Twain, in speaking of rapid horses, tells 
the story of one trotting against a hurricane and arain storm. The horse 
and buggy were driving in the dust while the dog at the tail end of the 
buggy was in the drenching rain. There’s a pertinence in this story. 

Mr. Carlin: Mr. Chairman, will it be in order to correct a name on 
the list of the New York Association. I merely wish that when the 
printed list goes out it will be made right. Mr. R. C. Percival, whose 
name appears on that list, is already a member of this Association. 
Mr. E. A. Kent’s name has been omitted and should be substituted for 
Mr. Percival’s. 

Mr. Adler: I move the request of Mr. Carlin be granted. 

Carried. 

Mr. Yost: If the report of the board of directors is in order, I move 
it be taken up and the recommendations be acted on seriatim. 

Mr. Root: The first clause refers to the amalgamation of the two 
societies. That is already acted upon. The second clause calls attention 
to a paper read by Mr. Sullivan before the Illinois State Association on 
the value of a State League for professional assistance. 

Mr. Hellmers: I would like to call upon Mr. Root, the chairman of 
that committee, to know how he proposes we should go to work to make a 
general protective league. 

Mr. Root: There is no committee. Mr. Sullivan read a very inter- 
esting paper bfore the Illinois State Association some months ago on this 
subject. Two years ago the question was raised before the American 
Institute, and similar societies in France and elsewhere have considered 
the subject and went so far as to decide upon taking up typical cases, 
making them test cases, and pushing them to a legal decision. These 
cases involved, not private quarrels, but were of general interest. Mr. 
Sullivan’s paper was of this general character. The Illinois State Asso- 
ciation considered it of sufficient importance to take the matter up, and had 
a circular letter issued to bring it before the members of the profession, 
with a view to getting their views upon the suggestion, and also of sufficient 
importance to desire that it be brought before this Association. In our 
meetings it was approached, but with the matter in view of the consolida- 
tion of the two associations we bring it before you. 

Mr. Hellmers: As it is only a matter of a few months’ time when this 
Association expects to change its character, perhaps it is best to defer any 
action, unless we could appoint a committee to confer with a similar com- 
mittee of the American Institute. 

Mr. Sullivan: Ata certain meeting of the Illinois State Association of 
Architects, the topic set for discussion was the formation of a protective 
league. I was asked to take the affirmative, which I did. Afterward I 
was asked to prepare a circular for the board of directors, that is, to put 
what I have offered in definite shape for the use of the association, which 
I also did. ‘The board of directors, against my own idea, presented it as a 
circular of my own, which it is not. The board, after adopting the circular, 
sent it out broadcast throughout the country. At the last meeting of the 
association a partial report was made by the chairman of the board, stating 
that over two hundred answers were received to the circular. The IIlinois 
State Association, by taking the initiative, have shown that the interest is 
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not confined to Illinois, and that we are now in a position to bring it before 
the architects of the country for action. 

Mr. Root: I agree with Mr. Sullivan that we are in that position, but 
let it be brought out in the new association. 

Mr. Clay: I agree with Mr. Root. We have been deeply interested 
in this project. We issued something like eight hundred circulars to the 
architects throughout the country. They didn’t suppose they were 
especially offending Mr. Sullivan's feelings. 

Mr. Sullivan: Not at all. 

Upon request of a member, Mr. Clay outlined the opinion as expressed 
in the letters received, as follows: 

Mr. Clay: I think there were about twenty letters received. Some of 
the writers never had any difficulty at all, and all that sort of thing. The 
most of us had more or less trouble, and the greater part of these letters are 
of the impression that an association of this kind would be a great 
advantage. I do not think everyone fully understood the circular. The 
idea was, if possible, to have established precedents in legal matters that 
were of essential importance to the profession, and the purpose of estab- 
lishing a protective league was to select such cases as involved points that 
were undecided now and have them carried up to the highest courts for 
adjudication. That seemed to me to be the idea of the circular. 

Mr. Illsley: Mr. President, my idea of the circular was that it suggested 
the formation in each state of a protective league for the purposes 
enumerated. Allow me to suggest that it would be well to bring the matter 
up before this convention. We did in our meeting at Kansas City, and 
endeavored to arrive at a working scheme. I am going to relate to you 
one or two little difficulties we encountered at the ‘outset. To begin 
with, we have no money, and we haven’t been able to find a lawyer who 
would work as architects do, without pay. Furthermore, if we should, as 
lawyers in general go, it would be difficult to find a lawyer whose knowl- 
edge of architectural affairs would make his services worth paying fer. Our 
idea was, if we could find such a lawyer, to have him become the attorney of 
the State Association and be contented with the honor for hisemoluments, 
and in this way we should have someone to go to for an opinion that would 
be worth going for, and worth paying for. One who, where if we had 
a case, would encourage us to go on with the suit, and where we had 
none would discourage the members to the suit not to go on with the 
case. In this way we calculated to meet with so much success, that 
our attorney would make such a reputation that the conclusions of 
our attorney would often induce owners to settle without attempting 
litigation. Our theory was a very good one, but we haven’t found the 
lawyer yet. 

Mr. Root: I think were a suit brought up today by the American 
Institute it would be very apt to meet with success. The only objection 
I have to taking this matter in hand now is that I think it would not 
be wise in us to bring this up while there are so many other matters 
to be considered. I think it is better to leave it in the hands of the 
Institute to go on with. I would say this: Within the last three years I 
have prosecuted two cases for nothing under the sun but to establish a 
precedent in the state where I live. I carried one to the appellate court 
and one to the supreme court. The one I cariied to the supreme court 
involved several important matters, one in relation to services that 
ought to have been done, and another where they did not build accord- 
ing to the plans. The gentleman I sued was a prominent lawyer. He 
employed three lawyers to conduct his case. I employed one, and 
instead of employing more lawyers I paid three architects to come over 
a hundred miles to put them on the stand. I won my case and got my 
money, and I got damages for carrying it up. ‘The other case was in 
regard to a private contract. I won this suit also. I would suggest 
that each architect throughout the country be requested, whenever they 
have received an opinion which is of importance to everyone, and such 
are coming up continually, that they get a statement of the case, through 
their attorney, from the records of the court and send them up to the 
secretary of the Association. It seems to me that every dollar that is 
spent in litigation ought to be expended in pushing the matter to a 
point where we can get the best results. 

The Chair: We have already passed a resolution in reference to the 
Committee on Legal Decisions which covers that suggestion. 

Mr. Root: ‘The next paragraph reads: ‘ From so many sources the 
suggestion has come to us that we determine upon a permanent place of 
meeting for your conventions. If such a place should be determined upon, 
probably Chicago would be selected.”’ There are several other matters in 
the report that have been already acted upon by referring them to the 
Committee on Consolidation. I think this should be one of them, since we 
have consolidation in view. 

Mr. Sullivan: We do not know yet what the result of the action of 
this committee will be. We may have no consolidation. 

Mr. Root: The next paragraph needs no action since the report of the 
Committee on Ethics has been acted upon. 

The next paragraph relates to a resolution passed at the last meeting of 
the American Institute, calling attention to the desirability of appointing a 
clerk of the works on all important buildings. A committee of three was 
appointed to take the matter in hand, and the board suggests it may be 
well for this Association to appoint a similar committee. 

A lengthy discussion ensued over this paragraph, participated in by 
Messrs. Yost, Root, IIellmers, Ramsey and the president, in which a large 
part of it was devoted to the meaning of the word “ clerk.”” The opinion 
arrived at was it meant to cover the office of superintendent, an office gen- 
erally filled in important buildings in this country, whose work is to see 
that the plans and specifications of the architect are carried out, and whose 
compensation for services is paid by the owner. 

Mr. Sullivan: The supposition is that this convention is trying to lift 
itself by its boot-straps. We all know what the thing is. The question is, 
what are we going to do about it ? 

Mr. Root: The question is, do we want this man, or person, and do 
we consider it of sufficient importance to appoint a committee, as suggested 
in the paragraph ? 


Mr. Hellmers: I move it be referred to the Committee on Consolida- 
tion. 

The motion, being seconded and put to vote, carried. 

Mr. Root: The next recommendation is that section 13 be omitted from 
the constitution. 

Mr. Hellmers: May I ask whether you have not overlooked something ? 
I think you have overlooked the suggestion of certificates of membership. 

The question of certificates was discussed, and no action was taken. 

On motion of Mr. Ramsey, section 13 was ordered stricken out, in 
accordance with the recommendation of the board of directors. 

Mr. Root: This brings us to the recommendation that Article VII be 
modified by omitting the last clause, “ at the next meeting,” and that Article 
VIII be modified to read : “ All applicants for membership recommended by 
the board of directors are to be voted on by letter ballot,’’ as specified by 
the convention of November 16, 1887, and thirty days be allowed to 
members to return their ballots. 

On motion of Mr. Hellmers, the modifications recommended by the 
board of directors in Articles VII and VIII, were adopted. 

Mr. Root: That Article XII be modified by adding to it, ‘subject to the 
approval of the board of directors,” 

On motion of Mr. Carlin, the suggestions in regard to Articles IX, 
XII and NIII, as read, were adopted. 

Mr. Root: This completes the report except the authorizing the Com- 
mittee on Legal Decisions to expend an amount up to $100 under con- 
trol of the board of directors, and the recommendation of the election 
of certain applicants to membership. I would like to say a word in ref.- 
erence to this recommendation. I find under the by-laws we exceeded 
our authority in making this recommendation, which requires the names 
of the applicants to be received by the board of directors so that their 
names may be sent to the members thirty days before the meeting of 
the convention. In view of this fact we ask these gentlemen who desire 
to become members to exercise a little patience and allow us to post- 
pone their election. 

Mr. Ramsey: Who are the gentlemen applying? Are they architects 
of good reputation ? 

Mr. Root: There is no objection to the applicants, only that their 
names came in within the past few days. 

Mr. Sullivan: Allow me to ask whether the report of the Committee 
on Bill governing Office of Supervising Architect has been discussed ? 

The Chair: Yes. 

Mr. Sullivan: What action was taken? I had no knowledge of its 
being brought up. 

The Chair: The report was received, and the committee continued. 

Mr. Sullivan: Would it be in order to ask for a reconsideration, in 
order to add to it ? 

The Chair: Yes. 

Mr. Sullivan: I am pretty well satisfied that the committee will not 
accomplish anything unless it gets the support of every member of this 
Association. 

Mr. Yost: I voted in the affirmative on the adoption of the resolu- 
tion, and I therefore move it be reconsidered. 

The motion to reconsider was duly seconded and carried. 

Mr. Sullivan offered the following resolution, amended by Mr. Allen, as 
follows : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Bill Governing Office of Supervising Architect of 
the United States Treasury Department be continued in its personnel, and, in addition, 
that each member of this Association be appointed a committee of one to make strenuous 
effort toward the desired end, and to codperate in every possible way; that the Standing 
Committee be instructed to send to each member cf the Association at the earliest time a 
circular, giving all accessible statistics concerning the government buildings on all points 
in favor of the promulgation of this bill. 

The resolution, being put to vote, prevailed. 

Mr. Allen: I would suggest that the circular be not delayed any longer 
than necessary. If the members could have this circular before the next 
session of congress it might be of great advantage. 

The Chair: We will now take up the communication of Messrs. Smith 
meyer & Pelz. It has been printed, and copies are lying on the sec- 
retary’s table. 

Mr. Hellmers: Can I ask what action the American Institute has taken 
on this communication ? 

The Chair: Not any, I believe. 

Mr. Root: It seems to me it is a subject we have already taken up. It 
certainly refers to government work in general. 

Mr. Allen: In the little talk I had with our congressman, the Library 
Building was brought up. He said if the Library Building had gone 
through the government architect’s office there would have been no com- 
plaint. It was offered as an argument making any change in the govern- 
ment architect’s office, and what would come of competition for govern- 
ment buildings. 

Mr. Root: I move this communication be referred to the Committee on 
Bill Governing Office of Supervising Architect. 

Being duly seconded, on being put to vote, the motion carried. 

Mr. Root: I now move we listen to the report of the treasurer. 

Mr. Treat: I have prepared a report hurriedly, which shows the figures 
up to this time : 


Amount brought forward, 1887...... ees ie. Se dHeutedwesnyeas- Gee 
Received from initiations and dues . 1,201 67 

Be CO OE hia oo a is ike bekeea ves ve Seeemeinwesies . .$2,032 00 
Expenditure during the year........... ee Sdaeecad tikecwendede Mores 


Leaving a balance in the treasury of. ; es , ree $715 17 

Mr. Hellmers: I move the report of the treasurer be referred to an 
auditing committee of three, to be appointed to examine the books and 
vouchers. 

The motion, being duly seconded, was carried. 

The Chair: I appoint W. R. Forbush, W. W. Carlin and W. W. Clay 
that committee. 

On motion, the convention adjourned until Friday, at 10:30 A.M. 
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THIRD DAY’S SESSION. 


The convention was called to 
order by the president promptly at 
10:30 A.M. 

The Chair: Gentlemen, the first 
order of business this morning is the 
report of the Auditing Committee. 
Mr. Carlin, you are the chairman of 
the committee, are you ready with 
your report ? 

Mr. W. W. Carlin read the fol- 

lowing report : 













Cu1caco, Nov. 23,’88. 


To the Western Associa- 
tion of Architects : 
rANCE Your committee which 
was appointed to audit 
ya -+-. ~, _., the account of the treas- 
CAVPA} of} JARCY rer, find, with a correc- 
tion of $10.64 in favor of 
the Association, as dis- 
covered by Mr. Treat 
and rectified by him—as 
the books and vouchers 
show, as per the cor- 
rected statement here- 
unto attached—a balance 
of $725.81. 


s 


On motion the re- 
port was received and 
the committee dis- 
charged. 

The Chair: Before 
we receive the report 
of the nominating 
committees, if there 
is any new business 
members wish 
to bring up it 
will now be in 
order. There 
apparently be- 
ing none we 
will now re- 
ceive the report of the nominating committees. J. F. Alexander is chair- 
man of one, C. E, Illsley chairman of the other; we will hear from Mr. 
Alexander. 

J. F. Alexander reported the following ticket : 

For president—D. H. Burnham, of Chicago; first vice-president—L. 
S. Buffington, Minneapolis, Minn.; second vice-president, W. W. Carlin, 
Buffalo, N. Y. 

Secretary—Normand S. Patton, Chicago. 

Treasurer—S. A. Treat, Chicago. 

Board of Directors—S. Smith, Omaha; F. Baumann, Chicago; S. M. 
Randolph, Chicago; F. J. Corser, Minneapolis; J. W. Yost, Cincinnati. 

C. E. Illsley reported the following ticket : 

For president—D. H. Burnham, Chicago; first vice-president—J. 
W. Yost, Cincinnati; second vice-president—James G. Cutler, Rochester. 

Secretary—Normand S. Patton, Chicago. 

Treasurer—S, A. Treat, Chicago. 

Board of Directors—Sidney Smith, Omaha; A. F. Gauger, St. Paul; 
Charles Crapsey, Cincinnati; W. W. Clay, Chicago; A. Van Brunt, 
Kansas City. 

Mr. Crapsey: Mr. Chairman, as both committees appear to be of one 
mind regarding the nominee for president, I move you, sir, that the 
secretary be instructed to cast one ballot for D. H. Burnham, for president 
of this Association for the ensuing year. 

Mr. Clay: I object. My reason for objecting is that I think, in justice 
to the members of the Association, there ought to be more than one candi- 
date for president presented before the convention, and therefore I intend 
to make a nomination of a gentleman myself. ‘The committee on the inside 
have agreed upon one candidate, and I therefore shall take it upon myself 
to nominate a very modest gentleman, a member of one of the committees, 
for that office. I nominate W. W. Carlin, of Buffalo, for president of this 
Association. 

The Chair: If there are no further nominations we will proceed to 
ballot for president. I will appoint Mr. Forbush and Mr. Crapsey tellers. 

Mr. Yost: Mr. Chairman, I see by one of the tickets that my name has 
been placed in nomimation for first vice-president. As both of the com- 
mittees have selected St. Paul as the place for holding the next convention, 
and as Mr. Buffington, who has also been placed in nomination for the same 
office, resides in Minneapolis, I think it is highly proper that the office 
should go to the candidate whose residence is at or nearest to the place 
where the convention will be held. It is an act of courtesy, I believe, 
which has heretofore been recognized, and I therefore ask to withdraw my 
name in his favor. 

Mr. Root: I hope Mr. Yost will not withdraw on that account, as there 
are a number of precedents which might be named where officers have 
been selected without regard to the place of residence. 

Mr. Adler; I trust the gentleman will not withdraw his name on that 
account. And right here I might as well, in this connection, bring up a 
matter which I intended to bring up after awhile. It is this: The place 
of meeting chosen is conditional. If our project of consolidation is devel- 
oped as we expect it to be, then the next place for holding the convention 
will be determined by the new organization, and in that event it probably 
will not be as far west as St. Paul. I think, therefore, that Mr. Yost need 
not decline on the ground of a sense of courtesy. 

A member: Mr. Chairman, I would like to call attention to what I 
think is a mistake in the ticket of nominees for the Executive Board. I 





see Mr. Gauger is put at the head of the list of names, and, as I understand 
it, Mr. Smith should be the chairman. 

The Chair: I believe it was the understanding up to the last conven- 
tion that the board elected its own chairman. The last convention decided 
that the outgoing president should be the chairman of that committee. 
Gentlemen, you will now prepare your ballots for president. 

The Chair announced the result of the ballot for president: Whole 
number of votes cast, 48; of which W. W. Carlin received 26, and D. H. 
Burnham 22. Mr. Carlin was declared duly elected president for the 
ensuing year. 

Upon being called upon for a speech, the president-elect complied as 
follows : 

Mr, Carlin ; Mr. Chairman, and gentlemen of the Western Association : 
I cannot but feel regret at the turn the affair has taken. It seemed emi- 
nently fitting and proper that the gentleman to be honored by preferment 
to the highest gift of this association would be one who was one of its 
earnest and efficient workers from the first, and not upon one who came in 
in the latter days. But, gentlemen, I assure you I am very grateful to you 
for this mark of your preferment, and if, by doing the very best in the 
position of duty that I know how, put in the best energy I possess to main- 
tain the success that has always attended this body, I fail in this aim, and 
fall short of your expectation, it will not be because my most earnest 
endeavor has not been in that direction. Gentlemen, I thank you. 

The Chair: Gentlemen, you will now prepare your ballots for first vice- 
president. The candidates are J. W. Yost and L. S. Buffington, 

Two ballots were made necessary, neither candidate, through scatter- 
ing votes, getting a majority. On the second ballot, Mr. L. S. Buffington 
received 26 votes, a majority, and was declared elected first vice-president. 

The ballot for the second vice-president was had without an election, 
seven candidates being voted for. Fifty-four votes were cast; of these, 
Mrs. Louise Bethune received 22, the highest number. 

Mr. Root: Mr. President, I move that the secretary be instructed to 
cast the vote of this association for Mrs. Louise Bethune for the office of 
second vice-president. 

The motion, on being put to vote, carried unanimously. 

Secretary Patton: I announce I have cast the vote of the convention 
for Mrs. Louise Bethune for second vice-president. 

The Chair: Mrs. Bethune is therefore duly elected. 

Mr. Root: I move the president be instructed to cast the vote of the 
convention for Normand S. Patton for the office of secretary of the associ- 
ation for the ensuing year. 

On being put to vote, the motion prevailed. 

The Chair: I have cast the vote of the convention, and Mr. Patton is 
therefore duly elected. 

Mr. Root: I make the same motion for Mr. Treat, the nominee on 
both tickets for treasurer. 

The Chair: I have so cast the vote and Mr. Treat is duly elected 
treasurer of this Association. 

The next order of business is the election of the board of directors. 

Eighteen candidates were voted for. The whole number of votes cast 
was 48. Of these Sidney Smith received 48, Chas. Crapsey 38, A. Van 
Brunt 36 and were declared elected. Fred Baumann and S. M. Randolph 
having received the next highest vote, 19 and 20, respectively, were 
declared elected on a motion of Mr. Root, empowering the secretary to cast 
the vote of the convention. 

Mr. Ferry: Mr. Chairman, I have a resolution I wish to offer: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Association be tendered to the Chicago Sketch 
Club for the hospitalities extended to the members of this convention. 

By vote the resolution passed unanimously. 

Mr. Allen: There is another election yet. I move you, Mr. President, 
the secretary be empowered to cast one vote for St. Paul and Minneapolis 
as the ‘place of meeting” of the next convention, to be held at those places 
on alternate days. 

It was so ordered. 

The Chair: I have here a resolution : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Association are due to the out-going officers. 

Carried unanimously. 

On motion, the convention then adjourned. 


To Candidates for Membership W. A, A. 
ECRETARY N.S. PATTON, 
of the Western Association of 

Architects, issues the follow- 
ing notice, which is important to 
Architects who are not members 
of the association ; 

Your attention is called to the 
amendment to the constitution 
adopted at the last convention, by 
which applications for member- 
ship may be sent to the secretary 
at any time and will be considered 
by the board of directors at their 
next meeting. Applications that 
are accepted by the board of direc- 
tors will be submitted to a letter ballot of the association, for which thirty 
days will be allowed. Applications received ‘by the secretary before the 
15th of December will be acted upon in time to have the names inserted 
in the next annual report, to be issued in February. 

Those who intend to make application for membership are requested 
to inform the secretary of such intention and state when their application, 
with letters and photographs, will be forwarded. Blank forms for appli- 
cation will be furnished by the secretary. Respectfully, 

NORMAND S. PATTON, Secretary. 
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Chicago, November 27, 1888. 
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CHAS. L. HARTSFELD, President and General Manager. 
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Manufacturers and Patentees of Im- 
proved Cupola Furnaces for Iron 


HARTSPFPRHALD 


B. W. KEIM, Secretary. 


Assaying and Analytical work in all 


its branches. Samples sent by mail 





and Aluminum Process Steel Cast- 
ings. 








Patentees and Builders of the most | 
economical Copper, Silver and Lead | 
Ore Smelting Works, with Metal | 
Saving, Fume Condensing, Oxidiz- | 
ing Wet Condenser. 


IN OPERATION SINCE 1885. 





Smelters and Refiners of White and 
Red Lead, Refuse, Tailings, Kiln 
Cleanings, Waste Paint, Sweepings, 
Drippings, Dross, Cryolite, Mattes, 
Ores and Concentrates. 


NEWPORT, KY. 


a parc LOCK BOX 515 
| 


Furnace & Refining Co. 


or express, carefully tested by rep- 
utable chemists. Charges reason- 


able. 


We are now prepared with enlarged 
facilities to erect any desired ca- 


pacity 
SMELTING WORKS, 


ready for operation for the above 


Office and Works, go and g2 Thornton Street, named, complete within 30 days” 


notice of order. 





J. G. SANBORN, 


Sec’y and Treas. 


CHARLES H. MORSE, ANSON S. HOPKINS, 
President. Vice-President and Gen’l Manager. 


Lhe Henry Dibblee Company, 


FIREPLACE FURNISHINGS, 


Mantels, Grates & Tiles 


FINE BRASS and ONYX GOODS. 


Send two-cent stamp for illustrated 
book on fireplaces. 


CHICAGO. 


266 and 268 Wabash Ave. 





RIEFLER’S PATENT DRAWING INSTRUMENTS. 


THE FINEST MADE. 











*payoos 
eduapuodsasi07) 





Send for Price 





I. WHBER & CO. 


Agents for the United States. 
ENGINEERS’ AND DRAFTSMEN’S SUPPLIES, Eclipse Blue Print Paper, Sphinx Detail 
Paper. ATISTS’ MATERIALS of every description. 
Branch House: 312 N. Sixth St., ST, LOUIS, MO. 1125 Chestnut St., PHILADELPHIA. 





DRAFTSMAN’S ADJUSTABLE CURVE RULER. 





HIGHLY COMMENDED. MAKES AND RETAINS ANY CURVE. FOR SALE EVERYWHERE. 
14% inch, $1.50. 14% inch improved, 3. 87. 30 inch, $2.87. 
NOTICE.—An important improvement was made in the 14! je October, 1888, Circulars gratis. 


FRANK W. DAVENPORT, Patentee and Manufact’r, Providence, R. I., U. S.A. 





NEW VORK, 898-900 Broadway, 





‘ BOSTON, 12 West Street, 





CHICAGO, 270 & 272 Wabash Ave. 








IS: GUARANTEED: TO. BE THE 
BEST: IN- THE MARKET: FOR 
‘THE: CURE ‘OF: : | 


SMONY- CHIMNEYS: 


ZAND: PREVENTION: OF DOWNWARD - 


LBA - DRAUGHTS IRS 
—— SS, .s 








RESIDENCES. FACTORIES ] YACHTS: BREWERIES-ETC- | 
-MERCHANT: & (a aemeey 7 cmaad YORK -epgs 














PROPOSALS. 





OLDIERS’ AND SAILORS’ MONU- 
MENT. 

The committee of the board of supervisors of Will county, 
Illinois, will receive designs, plans and specifications, speci- 
fying materials to be used for the erection of a soldiers’ and 
sailors’ monument, up to 12 m., December 20, 1888, at the 
supervisor’s room, in the Will’ County Court House, at 
Joliet, Ill., said monument to be erected on the triangle 
known as the southeast corner of the Court House square ; 
poh cost not to exceed the sum of ten thousand dollars 
($10,000). The right is reserved to reject any or all designs, 
etc. that may be presented. 

For further information apply to M. Walter, Lockport, 
Illinois. 

A. Goopvinc, } 

Joun FRANCIS, 

5. G. NELson, 

M. WALTER, 
Joliet, Ill., October 18, 1888. 


ere ZO BIDDERS. 


— AupiTor’s OrFice, ) 
. Pau, Minn., Nov.g, 1888 1 

Bids will be receive as “i ‘the said © ounty Auditor’s office 
until the roth day of December, A. D. 1888, at 2 o'clock 
p.M., for all the furniture now re uired for the court house 
and city hall mentioned and stated in and in accordance 
with the specifications therefor by E. P. Bassford, the 
architect, at room No. 28, Gilfillan Block, in said St. Paul, 
to whom ‘application can be made for the specifications and 
for all information and instructions required. Bidders will 
furnish with their bids their own plans and designs, and 
state the price of counters, railings and file cases per run- 
ning or lineal foot, and of the judges’ benches, and all other 
furniture by the piece. The bid in each case to include the 
entire material, work and expense of the article of furniture 
completed and set in place. Bids to be addressed to M, I 
Kain, Secretary of Court House and City Hall Special 
Commission, at said auditor’s office. Bids must state the 
shortest time required by bidder to complete the work, and 
must be accompanied with the bond of the bidder, with 
responsible sureties, residents of St. Paul, in the penal 
sum of $1,000, conditioned that if a centract shall be 
awarded to the bidder, he (or they) will enter into such con- 
tract and give the required bond for its execution; or in 
lieu of such bond bids may be accompanied by the certi- 
fied check of the bidder for $1,000 on a bank in said St 
Paul, payable to the order of Robert A. Smith, Chairman 
The right to reject any and all bids, or to reject or accept 
any portion of a bid, is reserved 

By order of the Court House and City Hall Special Com 


mission. 
M. F. KAIN, 
Secretary of Commission 


Committee 
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Creosote is the Best Known Wood Preservative —Vide Trautwine, p. 425. 


HOUSE AT UTICA, N. Y., STAINED 


WITH 


Cabot’s Creosote Shingle Stains. 


GEdward Cooper ania 








OUR STAINS ARE THE ONLY EXTERIOR STAINS THAT DO NOT 
CONTAIN KEROSENE. 


They have been in use for the past nine years, and have proved themselves very durable 


and artistic, and in every way the most satisfactory coloring for shingles, whether on roofs or walls. 


Prices are 30 cents, 50 cents and 75 cents per gallon, according to color. 
fee’ Send for sample on wood and circulars. 


SAMUEL CABOT, 


Kilby Street, - - - = = 


Sole Manufacturer, 
BOSTON, MASS. 


Chicago Agents: H. B. DODGE & CO., 65 E. Washington Street. 





WILLER’S PATENT 


Inside stiding Blinds 


STANDARD SLIDING BLINDS 


They are used in preference to any 
other by the 


Leading Architects. 








They are the only Sliding Blinds 
giving 
UNIVERSAL SATISFACTION. 
For full particulars send for catalogue. 


WILLIAM WILLER, 
Sole Manufacturer, 


Fourth and Cedar Sts., MIIL.WAUKEE, WIS 








“RED HEMATITE”? 


For Coloring Mortar, Brick, Tile, and 
all Clay Products 


A DEEP, PERMANENT RED. 


A Natural Coior made from Pure Ore containing 65 per cent. Iron. War- 
ranted not to ‘‘ Streak’’ or Fade. Pronounced by Architects, Builders 
and Masons the Strongest and Best Mortar Color 
on the American Market. 


Nene YY 


fet 





HEMATITE 


7 | . 


"RED" 





MANUFACTURED BY 


Ss CLINTON METALLIC PAINT CO., Clinton, N. Y. 


REGISTERED : 
E 229 Pearl Street, New York City. 





TRADE MARK 


Strongly 


Are used with oil, gas, electric, or day light. 





Boston Agents, Fiske, Coleman & Co., 62 Congress St. 





indorsed by the leading Architects, and are in use 
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PRINK’ S REFLECTORS. 


“18D yy ‘siozBaYT -SayoinyD yusurwiosd 9y3 jo sow Uy] 


The following are among the buildings lighted by 


Mr. Frink within the past few months: 


CHURCHES. 


First Baptist, a. Minn. 
First Presbyterian, Westfield, N. J. 
Holy Trinity, Hoboken, N. J. 
Central Congregational, "New York. 
West Harlem M. E., New York. 
Presbyterian, Bridgehampton, New York. 
Trinity Presbyterian, Montclair, N. J. 
ae os Theresa, N. Y. 
Christ Episcopal, Jordan, ee 
First Congreg: ational, Willi: amstown, Mass. 
First Baptist, Franklin, Ind. 
Euclid Avenue Congregational, Cleveland, O. 
Second Congregational, New London, Conn. 
Twenty-Second St. Baptist, em, Ky. 
Second Reformed, Hudson City 
First Place M. E, Brooklyn, N v. 
United Presbyterian, Princeton, Ind. 
Reformed Church, Castleton, N. Y. 
Methodist Episcopal, Xenia, Ind. 
Methodist Episcopal, Chatham, N.Y. 
arvard Street, Boston, Mass. 
Universalist, Titusville, Pa. 
Presbyterian, Greenwich, Conn. 
St. Stephens, Worcester, Mass. 
Trumbull Avenue Presbyterian, Detroit, Mich. 
Ainslee Street Presbyterian, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Methodist Episcopal, Flemington, iN. J 
Reformed, Latrobe, ’Pa. 
= Street M. E., New York. 
eformed, Closter, N. J. 
Russell Place M. E., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
First Unitarian, Deerfield, Mass. 
St. Rose, Lima, N. Y. 
Congregational, De Kalb, Ill. 
Grove Reformed, Union Hill, 1 
St. Johns M. E., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Crescent Avenue’ Presbyterian, Plainfield, N. J. 
Second Reformed, Astoria, N. 
Methodist Episcop: al, San B ernardino, Cal: 
First Baptist, Columbus, Miss. 
Methodist Episcopal, Ontario, Can. 
Church of the Ascension, Hamilton, Ont. 
Madison Avenue Reformed, New York. 
Westminster Presbyterian, York, Pa. 
Lutheran Grace, Thornville, O. 
Centenary M. E., Newark, N. J. 
Greenwood Baptist, Brooklyn, 1 ee 
Christian, Springfield, Mo. 
Presbyterian, Geneseo, Ill. 
Methodist Episcopal, Springfield, Vt. 
Second Reload, Newark, N. 
Seventh Day Baptist, Plainfield, N. J. 
Zion, Greene, New York. 
West Side Ave. Presbyterian, ada City, N. J. 
Presbyterian, White Plains, N. 
English Luther: an, Hazleton, hy 
Brick Church, Presbyterian, ‘Orange, N.J. 
Methodist Episcopal, Austin, Minn. 
First Baptist, Johnstown, Pa. 
Presbyterian Church, Horseheads, N. Y. 


ART GALLERIES. 


Mrs. R. L. Stuart, 871 5th Ave., New York. 
Eden Musee Co., 55 W. 23d St., New York. 

Mr. L A. Lanthier, 22 E. 16th St., New York. 
Christ on Calvary, 23rd St. 


‘Tabernacle, New York. 


Wise and Foolish Virgins, Yandell Gallery, New York. 


sth Ave. Art Galleries, 366 5th Ave., New York. 
Century Club, 109 E. 15th St., New York, 
N. Y. Art Rooms, 116 West 23d St., New York. 


THEATERS. 


Grand Opera House, Asbury Park, N, 
Miner’s Newark Theater, Newark, N. J. 
Washington Park Colliseum, New York. 
Commonwealth Hall, Orange, N 
Titusville Opera House, Titusville, 'Pa. 
Arlington Hall, New York. 

Academy of Music, Petersburg, Va. 
Perkins Opera House, Springfield, Mo. 
Opera House, Helena, Ark, 


I, P. FRINK, 551 Pearl Street, NEW YORK. 
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Special Designs furnished and correspondence solicited. 
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-U LLEY. 





NORRIS | 


WE HAVE OVER 


500 DIFFERENT QUALITIES 








SO ee , | Seno 


f CHAIN WHEEL PULLEYS. 
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We make our Pulleys Antiftiction. Gun Metal Pin, Bronze Metal Wheel, and any quality wanted, 
from 18 cents dozen to $36.00 dozen. We have over 1,600 different qualities. 





C. SIDNEY NORRIS & CO, - - Baltimore, Ma.|0 





‘NORTH WASHBURN, WIS., 


Wish to inform Architects, Stone-Mill Men, Builders, 
and other parties wanting first-class Brown Stone, that 
ay are now prepared with Steam Channelers, Derricks 
and all necessary machinery for handling stone rapidly, 
and can deliver superior Brown Stone in large or small 
4 quantities, in blocks for sawing, or other pu » On 
board cars or vessel, at short notice, and will deliver as 
and c stone as can be had in this famous 
: rown Stone District. 
Parties wanting stone should not fail to examine the 
u Prentice Stone and prices before buying. 


A. W. MADDOCKS, Agent, 
4 vy 


DYCKERHOFF PORTLAND CEMENT 


Orrostrs Hore, CuzquamEcon. 
Is superior to anyother Portland Cement made. It is very always uniform and reliable, 








a 























and of such extraordinary strength, that it will permit the addition of 25 cent more sand, etc.,}j 
Shaw cies -welb gino Pactiand Comme; aud peotece tes anaphase: It is unalterable in|! 
volume and not liable to crack. 


8,000 barrels have been used in the foundations of the Bartholdi Statue of Liberty, and it has 
also been used in the construction of the Washington Monument at W: 
Pamphiet with directions for its employment, testimonials and tests sent on application, 


MEACHAM & WRIGHT, Agents, E. THIELE, 


‘|C. SPECHT, . * 


rit PRENTICE BROWN STONE CO 


THE IRWIN & REBER 


PATENT 


EXPANDING WATER CONDUCTOR. 


MANUFACTURED BY THE 


Ss. S. S. Conductor Co. 


LIMITED, 


168 Lacock Street, 
ALLEGHENY, PA, 


Tae Sranpine Seam 
allows of an easy and 
secure fastening, keeping 

- the pipe far enough from 
the wall to make any over- 
flow from the eave pipe or 
head, run down the spout, 
and not the wall ; and will 










SIX FOOT LENGTHS 


of & Single Sheet of 


SOFT STRBEL. 
Either Galvanized, Kalameined or Leaded. 


AGENTS: 
W.D.WHITE, - - CHICAGO, ILL. 
R. E, DEWEY&CO., - “ “ 

. OMAHA, NEB. 
KANSAS CITY. 
. BUFFALO, N. Y. 


WEIS & BIDGE, 
G, H. PETERS & SON, 








SWEZEY’S 
IMPROVED 
DUMB-WAITER, 


For Dwsttines, 
With Automatic Catch. 
For Any Size of Shaft, 
GUARANTEED 
FOR ONE YEAR, 


M. B. SWEZEY, 
No. 120 woth Street, 


Curcago, Int. 


REFERENCES: 


ARCHITECTS, 


John Addison. ‘Treat & Foltz. 
L.B, Dixon, C. P. Thomas, 
H. 8, Jaffray. -T. V. Wadskier, 
C. A, Alexander. Silsby & Kent, 
Wheelock & Clay. J. J. Flanders. 


Cobb & Frost, Aug. Feidler. 
H. T. Kiley. Adler & Sulivan. 
Baur & Hill, 5S. S. Beemen. 


W.L, B, Jenney. P. W. Anderson. 
A.M, BF. Colton. W. A. Furber, 
John N, Tilton, Otto Matz, 
Holabird & Roche, C.C. Miller. 
Francis Charnley. 
Edbrook & Burnham. 
Cass Chapman, 





98 Marxar Sraser, CHICAGO, ILL, 78 Witutam Staesr, NEW YORK, 
: Sole Agent United States. 
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Orr & Lockett, 


184 & 186 Clark St, Chicago. 


BUILDERS HARDWARE 


OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


SOLE CHICAGO AGENTS FOR 


Geer’s Spring Hinge, 
Norton Door Check and Spring, 
Dudley Shutter -Worker, 


AND SEVERAL OTHER SPECIALTIES. 
Large Stock. Low Prices. Send for Illustrated Catalogue. 


ORR & LOCKETT. 


rave ee ; 


WITH NICKEL-PLATED STEEL KEYS. — - 
A line of Superior Mortise Tumbler Locks, suit- 
able for all purposes, of great security, particularly 
adapted to the inside furnishing of Be ties 
Public Duden: etc. 





CATALOGUES ON APPI ON APPLICATION, | 


THE YALE & TOWNE M’ PG 60. 


STAMFORD, CONN. 


CuIcaco: 2§ Washington Street. Boston: 224 Franklin Street. 
New York: 62 Rede Sahat PHILADELPHIA: 15 N. Sixth Street. 





STANDARD CONTRACT 


ADOPTED BY 


American Institute of Architects, 
Western Association of Architects, 


AND 


National Association of Builders. 


CLEAR, CONCISE, AND FULL PROTECTION TO 
ALL CONCERNED. 








PUBLISHED BY 
INLAND PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
19 Tribune Building, CHICAGO, ILL. 


HYDRAULIC AND STEAM 


PASSEN GER and FREIGHT 


ELEVATORS 


CRANE ELEVATOR CO. 


General Offices & Works, 219 S. Jefferson St., 
OEICAGO. 


NEW YORK, 40 and 42 Wail Street. BOSTON, 54 Devonshire Street. 

PITTSBURGH, 111 Water Street. ST. LOUIS, Cor. 5th & Chestnut Sts. 

MINNEAPOLIS, Lum. Exch. Bidg. KANSAS CITY, Beals Building. 
OMAHA, 1206 Douglas Street. 





J. VAN INWAGEN, President. JOEL TIFFANY, Vice-President. 
F. VAN INWAGEN, Secretary. 


Tiffany Pressed Brick Co. 


Office, 17; DEARBORN ST., CHICAGO. 





TELEPHONE No. 879. 





MANUFACTURERS OF FIRST QUALITIES OF 


Plain and Ornamental Pressed Brick, 





A prominent New York Architect writes of our best 
grade. “I consider them far superior to any Philadelphia 
or Baltimore bricks that I have used or seen during an 
experience of twenty-five years.’’ : 





SAMPLES SENT ON APPLICATION. 


MOSAICS. 


W wish to call particular attention to 

this department. Of recent years we 
have added this branch to our other work, so 
that we can answer personally Basaran 
regarding this most permanent form of 


DRGORATION. 

















InpivipvaL Cotor Designs Susmirrep. 








FIGURE WORK A SPECIALTY. 








Designing Department under the Direction of 
Mr. CHAS. R. LAMB. 








J. & R. LAMB, 


59 Carmine Street, - - - NEW YORK. 





Grders promptly filled for Chicago and other markets. 
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